
NOTICE OF AMENDMENTS TO 
THE FEDERAL RULES OF APPELLATE PROCEDURE 

EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1, 2002

The United States Supreme Court has approved significant substantive changes to the
Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure which became effective on December 1, 2002.  Many of
this court's practices will change as a result of these amendments.  Examples include the
following:

• Establish a 150 day period from entry on the civil docket to appeal an order or judgment
which should have been set forth in a separate document but was not, see Fed. R. App. P.
4(a)(7)(B);

• Clarify that filing a motion to correct sentence does not interrupt the running of the
appeals period in a criminal case, see Fed. R. App. P. 4(b)(5);

• Impose a thirty page limit on extraordinary writs and a twenty page limit on papers filed
in proceedings under Rule 5, see Fed. R. App. P. 5(c), Fed. R. App. P. 21(d);

• Create provisions for serving papers by electronic mail or facsimile if a party consents in
writing to service in that manner, see Fed. R. App. P. 25(c), Fed. R. App. P. 26(c), Fed.
R. App. P. 45(c); 

• Change the computation of time periods under the rules such that intermediate Saturdays,
Sundays and legal holidays are excluded when computing any period less than eleven
days, see Fed. R. App. P. 26(a)(2);

• Change the time period for filing responses to motions to eight days and for replies to
responses to five days, see Fed. R. App. P. 27(a);

• Require the filing of corporate disclosure statements by all nongovernmental corporate
parties and requiring the filing of supplemental corporate disclosure statements in certain
circumstances, see Fed. R. App. P. 26.1; and

• Permit argument in letters concerning supplemental authorities, and establish a 350 word
limit for such letters, see Fed. R. App. P. 28(j).

This list highlights some of the more dramatic changes, but is not an exhaustive list of all
of the substantive changes to the rules.  The United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit
urges counsel and parties to familiarize themselves promptly with the amended Fed. R. App. P.
and the current First Circuit Local Rules, which are available on this site by clicking on "Rules
and Procedures."


