Mexico Legalizes Drug Possession - NYTimes.com

HOME PAGE | TODAY'S PAPER | VIDEO | MOST POPULAR | TIMES TOPICS Subscribe: Home Delivery / Digital ' Log In ' Register Now

Search All NYTimes.com

Americas ' | o

Ehe New JJork Eimes

WORLD U.S. N.Y./REGION BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY = SCIENCE @ HEALTH SPORTS = OPINION = ARTS STYLE TRAVEL JOBS REAL ESTATE
AUTOS

AFRICA AMERICAS ASIA PACIFIC EUROPE MIDDLE EAST

MOST POPULAR

Mexico Legalizes Drug Possession A\
E-MAILED @ BLOGGED @ SEARCHED: A VIE_WED

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 7N

Published: August 21, 2009 : . P
¥ TWITTER 1. Th_e Education Issue: What if the Secret to Success Is
Failure?
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Anyone caught with drug amounts under the personal-use limit will be encouraged to
seek treatment, and for those caught a third time treatment is mandatory — although no
penalties for noncompliance are specified. Go to Complete List »

Mexican authorities said the change only recognized the longstanding practice here of
not prosecuting people caught with small amounts of drugs.

The maximum amount of marijuana considered to be for “personal use” under the new
law is 5 grams — the equivalent of about four marijuana cigarettes. Other limits are half
a gram of cocaine, 50 milligrams of heroin, 40 milligrams’for methamphetamine and
0.015 milligrams of LSD.

President Felipe Calder6n waited months before approving the law.
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