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noun

1. any part of the earth's surface not covered by a.body of
water; the part of the earth's surface occupied by continents
and islands:

Land was sighted from the crow's nest. : oS
amazontrade-in =~

2. an area of ground with reference to its,nature or
composition:
arable land.

Difficulty index for land

3. an area of ground with specifi¢ boundaries:
to buy land on which tobuild a house.

4. rural or farming areasj as contrasted with urban areas: a,lcl,EanIISh speakers likely know this

They left the land.for the city.

5. Law. Word Value for land
a. any part of the earth's surface that can be owned as
property, and everything annexed to it, whether by
nature or by the human hand. 5 7
b._any legal interest held in land.
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6., Economics. natural resources as a factor of production. Scrabble Wgrds ‘(’jVith
rienas

7. a part of the surface of the earth marked off by natural or
political boundaries or the like; a region or country:
They came from many lands.

Related Words

_ _ shore
verb (used with object) (http://www.dictionary.cor

13. to bring to or set on land:
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to land passengers or goods from a ship; to land an
airplane.

14. to bring into or cause to arrive in a particular place, position,

or condition:
His behavior will land him in jail.

15. Informal. to catch or capture; gain; win:
to land a job.

16. Angling. to bring (a fish) to land, or into a boat, etc., as with

a hook or a net.

verb (used without object)
17. to come to land or shore:
The boat lands at Cherbourg.

18. to go or come ashore from a ship or boat.

19. to alight upon a surface, as the ground, a body of water, or
the like:
to land on both feet.

20. to hit or strike the ground, as from a height:
The ball landed at the far side of the court.

21. to strike and come to rest on a surface or in something:
The golf ball landed in the lake.

22. to come to rest or arrive in a particular place, position, or
condition (sometimes followed by up):
to land in trouble; to land up 40 miles from home.

Verb phrases
23. land on, Informal. to reprimand; criticize:
His mother landed on him for coming home so late:

Idioms
24. land /fall on one's feet. feet
(http://www.dictionary.com/browse/feet) (def 3).

25. see how the land lies, to investigate in advance; inform
oneself of the facts of a situation before acting:
You should see how the,land'lies before making a formal
proposal.
Compare lay of the land
(http://www.dictienary.com/browse/lay-of-the-land).
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Origin of land
jlish Old English
vw.dictionary.com/browse/middle-  (http://www.dictionary.com/browse/old-
english)
900

before 900; Middle English (noun and v.), Old English (noun);
cognate with Dutch, German, Old Norse, Gothici/and, “akin to
Irish /lann, Welsh /lan church (orig. enclosure); Breton /lann heath.

See lawn (http://www.dictionary.com/browse/lawn)!

Related forms

landlike, adjective
reland, verb

underland, NOUN

LLand

[land]

Spell Syllables
noun

1. Edwin Herbert, 1909-91, U.S. inventor and businessman:
created the Polaroid camera.
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-land

1. a combining form of land
(http://www.dictionary.com/browse/land):
hinterland; lowland.

Dictionary.com Unabridged
Based on the Random House Dictionary, © Random House, Inc. 2017. \
Cite This Source
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Examples from the Web for land

Contemporary Examples

Angry Driver Pulls a Gun Oh, Kentucky, /and of horse racing,
bourbon, and apparently severe road rage.

(http://wiikersettiRgk e tStdinand More Real-Life Grand Theft Autos (VIDEO)
source=d(ktitmarwww.thedailybeast.com/articles/2013/10/02/bikers-attack-an-
suv-and-more-real-life-grand-theft-autos-video.html?source=dictionary)
The Daily Beast Video (http://www.thedailybeast.com/contributors/the-
daily-beast-video.html?source=dictionary)
October 1, 2013

And the loss continues at the rate of a football-field-sized plot of
land every 50 minutes.

(http://wWht R ¥Vigbeastecaye Orleans Dangerously Exposed to the Next Big
source=dfetesArErhttp://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2012/08/30/why-do-we-
leave-new-orleans-dangerously-exposed-to-the-next-big-storm.html?
source=dictionary)
John M. Barry (http://www.thedailybeast.com/contributers/john-m-
barry.html?source=dictionary)
August 29, 2012

British Dictionary definitiens\for land

land

/leend/

noun
1. thesolid part of the surface of the earth as distinct from
seas, lakes, etc related adjective terrestrial

WE WILL BE UPDATING OUR TOS AND PRIVACY POLICY. CLICK HERE. (http://www.dictionary.com/terms?src

2. "a. ground, esp with reference to its use, quality, etc
b. (in combination): land-grabber

3. rural or agricultural areas as contrasted with urban ones

Land’
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/leend/

noun
1. Edwin Herbert. 1909-91, US inventor of the Polaroid Land
camera

Land’ _

/lant/

noun (pl) Lander ('lendar)
1. a. any of the federal states of Germany
b. any of the provinces of Austria
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Collins English Dictionary - Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital Edition
© William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins
Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012

Cite This Source

Word Origin and History for land

n.
Old English /and, lond, "ground, soil," also "definite portion of the
earth's surface, home region of a person or a people, territory
marked by political boundaries," from Proto-Germanic */andom
(cf. Old Norse, Old Frisian Dutch, German, Gothic /and), from PIE
*lendh- "land, heath" (cf. Old Irish /and, Middle Welsh /lan "an
open space," Welsh /lan "enclosure, church," Breton /ann "heath;"
source of French /ande; Old Church Slavonic ledina "waste,land,
heath," Czech /ada "fallow land").

Etymological evidence and Gothic use indicates the original sense
was "a definite portion of the earth's surface.owned by an
individual or home of a nation." Meaning early. extended to "solid
surface of the earth,"” which had been the sense of the root of
Modern English earth (/browse/earth). Original sense of /and in
English is now mostly found under ‘eeuntry (/browse/country). To
take the /ay of the land is a nautical expression. In the American
English exclamation /and's sakes (1846) land is a euphemism for
Lord.

V.
"to bring to land,*early 13c., from land (/browse/land) (n.).
Originally_of ships; of fish, in the angling sense, from 1610s;
hence figurative sense of "to obtain" (a job, etc.), first recorded
1854. Of.aircraft, attested from 1916. Related: Landed; landing.

"tofmake contact, to hit home" (of a blow, etc.), by 1881,
perhaps altered from lend (/browse/lend) in a playful sense, or
else an extension of land (/browse/land) (v.1).

WE WILL BE UPDATING OUR TOS AND PRIVACY POLICY. CLICK HERE. (http://www.dictionary.com/terms?src

v.1

"to bring to land," early 13c., from land (/browse/land) (n.).
Originally of ships; of fish, in the angling sense, from 1610s;
hence figurative sense of "to obtain" (a job, etc.), first recorded
1854. Of aircraft, attested from 1916. Related: Landed; landing.
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v.2

"to make contact, to hit home" (of a blow, etc.), by 1881,
perhaps altered from lend (/browse/lend) in a playful sense, or
else an extension of land (/browse/land) (v.1).

Online Etymology Dictionary, © 2010 Douglas Harper
Cite This Source

Idioms and Phrases with land

land

land in (/browse/land-in) land up (/browse/land--up)
land on (/browse/land--on)

dcom-serp-

also see:

cloud-cuckoo land la-la land (/browse/la-la-land)
(/browse/cloud-cuckoo--land) lay of the land (/browse/lay-of-
fall (land) on one's feet the-land--the)
(/browse/fall-on-one-s-feet) never-never land

fat of the land (/browse/fat-of- (/browse/never-never-land)
the-land--the)

The American Heritage® Idioms Dictionary

Copyright © 2002, 2001, 1995 by Houghton Mifflin Company. Published by
Houghton Mifflin Company.

Cite This Source

Discover our greatest slideshows

(http://www.dictionary.com/slidesh@vigs 10www.dictionary.com/slideshows/oldest-
weather-words-you-need-to-know) english-words)

10 Weather Worc The Oldest Word:
(http://www.dict (http://www.dict
weather-words-y english-words)

“tisn™ hai u have or
who yo. are ©7 wheie you are or
what Yo are doing that makes
youd oy of abappy. It s what

WE WILL BE UPDATING OUR TOS AND PRIVACY POLICY. CLICK HERE. (http://www.dictionary.com/terms?src

ot think about 1
Dae Carpegie.
(http://www.dictionary.com/slidesh@vig attitude-dictionary.com/slideshows/morphing-
quotes) definitions)
10 Quotes That v Words Moving Fr
(http://www.dict (http://www.dict
quotes) definitions)

http://www.dictionary.com/browse/land 6/30/2017



Land | Define Land at Dictionary.com Page 7 of 7

Browse more topics on our blog

What Is the Difference Between Discreet and Discrete?
(http://blog.dictionary.com/discreet-and-discrete)
Learn the correct uses of these two commonly confused
homophones.

What Character Was Removed from the Alphabet? -
(http://blog.dictionary.com/ampersand)
What mistaken pronunciation gave this character its name?

Apostrophes 101 (http://blog.dictionary.com/apostrophes-101)
This small mark has two primary uses: to signify possession or
omitted letters.
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How Do I Get a Word into the Dictionary?
(http://blog.dictionary.com/getting-words-into-dictionaries)
People invent new words all the time, but which ones actually
make it?
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