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STATEMENT OF FIRST CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS REGARDING PASSING OF 

JUSTICE DAVID H. SOUTER 
 

BOSTON (May 9, 2025)—The United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit mourns the 

passing of Associate Justice David H. Souter (Ret.), of the Supreme Court of the United States, 

who died on Thursday, May 8, 2025, at the age of 85. Prior to his appointment as an Associate 

Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States in 1990, Justice Souter was a member of the 

First Circuit Court of Appeals. He also served as the Circuit Justice of the First Circuit for nearly 

two decades and often sat by designation with the First Circuit after he assumed senior status in 

2009.  

 

First Circuit Chief Judge David J. Barron said, "Our court was graced with Justice Souter’s 

inimitable and wise presence for more than a decade. His depth of commitment to the rule of 

law, his reverence for the Constitution, his faith in the American legal tradition, and his deep 

respect for the profession of law had a profound influence on all of us who had the privilege of 

sitting with him. We will miss, too, his kindness and humor. His passing is a great loss for the 

country and our court." 

   

Judge Sandra L. Lynch, who sat with Justice Souter many times, remarked, "David Souter 

embodied the best of his beloved Granite State of New Hampshire. David was rock solid in his 

brilliance, tempered in all things, modest and private, kind and polite, had a way with words, and 

was gifted with a keen wit. He was a great Justice, embodying qualities, to be emulated, of 

integrity, honesty, intellectual and moral rigor, judicial restraint, and adherence to the U.S 

Constitution. David was such a pleasure to be with—he was so very well read and educated, and 

his conversations sparkled with apt stories from history. He was my friend of many years, and I 

deeply mourn his death." 

 

Judge Kermit V. Lipez, who also heard First Circuit appeals with Justice Souter, said, "I first met 

Justice Souter in July 1998 when he came to Portland to preside at my swearing-in ceremony for 

the First Circuit. He charmed everyone with his sense of humor, informality, and overall 

likeability. After he retired from the Supreme Court and started sitting with the First Circuit—to 

our great delight—I could sense how starstruck the lawyers were when appearing before him. 

But he immediately put them at ease with his gracious manner and thoughtful questions. I felt 

starstruck too as his colleague. But he would have none of it. He put us at ease too. He was never 

showy with his brilliance or his vast knowledge of the law. He seemed to enjoy our company, 
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and we cherished his. It was a rare privilege to know Justice Souter and to work with him. He 

was exceptional as a person and a jurist—a true role model for all of us." 

 

"Justice Souter was an inspiration to countless members of New Hampshire’s legal community, 

and without question a significant part of his legacy will be to inspire future generations of 

lawyers throughout the nation. He was not only the First Circuit’s revered Circuit Justice while 

on the Supreme Court, but we claim as American legal treasure his many years in active 

retirement selflessly spent deciding appeals with us as our colleague. Each of us whose great 

fortune it was to know and to work with him are better for it, and we will never forget him," 

remarked Judge Jeffrey R. Howard, who heard First Circuit oral arguments with Justice Souter. 

 

Judge O. Rogeriee Thompson, who also sat on First Circuit cases with Justice Souter, stated, 

"Justice Souter was a person of tremendous intellect, as well as heart, and having the opportunity 

to sit with him on the bench was, indeed, an honor and a rich experience. Although he has 

departed, he will live on through the vast legal legacy he contributed to our jurisprudence. On a 

more personal note, when I was first introduced to Justice Souter, he told me to call him 

David. My respectful response—'That will never happen, Your Honor!'" 
 

"I recall an occasion when David Souter was sitting with us and a lawyer argued what he insisted 

the Supreme Court meant to convey in an opinion that David had happened to write for the 

Supreme Court. After listening patiently, David gently disagreed, adding with classic New 

England understatement that he was well acquainted with the opinion’s author. We will miss our 

friend and colleague dearly," stated Judge William J. Kayatta, Jr., who heard First Circuit oral 

arguments with Justice Souter. 

 

Justice Souter received his commission to serve on the First Circuit Court of Appeals on April 

30, 1990, where he sat until his appointment in October 1990 as Associate Justice of the 

Supreme Court of the United States, a position he held until June 30, 2009, when he assumed 

senior status. Throughout his tenure on the Supreme Court, Justice Souter served as Circuit 

Justice for the First Circuit, as well as for the Third Circuit. After assuming senior status, Justice 

Souter regularly sat by designation with the First Circuit Court of Appeals. Between 2010 and 

2020, Justice Souter participated in 75 days of First Circuit oral arguments, hearing arguments in 

hundreds of appeals.   

 

Justice Souter was born in Melrose, Massachusetts, in 1939, and moved to New Hampshire with 

his family when he was eleven. He earned in B.A. from Harvard College in 1961. He then 

attended Magdalen College at the University of Oxford on a Rhodes Scholarship, where he 

earned both a B.A. and an M.A. in 1963. In 1966, he earned an LL.B. from Harvard Law School. 

After receiving his law degree, Justice Souter was in private practice in Concord, New 

Hampshire, for two years. In 1968, he became an Assistant Attorney General for New 

Hampshire, and, in 1971, became Deputy Attorney General. Five years later, in 1976, he became 

Attorney General for New Hampshire. In 1978, Justice Souter was appointed as an Associate 

Justice of the Superior Court of New Hampshire, where he served until 1983, when he was 

appointed to the Supreme Court of New Hampshire as an Associate Justice. Justice Souter served 

on the Supreme Court of New Hampshire until 1990, when he joined the First Circuit Court of 

Appeals.  

 

 


