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Who can vote by mail?

Vote from Home with a Mail Ballot

Rhode Island Department of State 

Nellie M. Gorbea 
Secretary of State 

(/)

Rhode Island Voters +

Military/Overseas Voters +

Out of State Voters +

Blind, Visually Impaired or Disabled Voters +

Permanently Disabled or Incapacitated Voters +



YOU ARE HERE: HOME (/)

Business Services (https://sos.ri.gov/divisions/business-portal)

Elections (https://sos.ri.gov/divisions/elections)

Civics and Education (https://sos.ri.gov/divisions/civics-and-education)

Open Government (https://sos.ri.gov/divisions/open-government)
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 (/Content/Pdfs/Calendar/Vote-From-

Home-English.pdf)

How to Vote by Mail in Rhode Island

• Download the mail ballot application or contact your local 

board of canvassers (/Elections/LocalBoards) to request 

one. 

• Primary Mail Ballot Application – Due on August 18, 2020 at 

4:00 p.m. (/Content/Pdfs/Primary Mail Ballot Application 9-8-

2020.pdf)

• General Election Mail Ballot Application – Due on October 

13, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. (/Content/Pdfs/General Mail Ballot 

Application 11-3-2020.pdf)

• Submit your mail ballot application to your local board of 

canvassers (/Elections/LocalBoards). 

• The local board of canvassers will review your application 

and compare your signature with the signature on your 

voter record. 

Apply For A Mail Ballot
STEP

1 

La
st 

View
ed

 by
 Firs

t C
irc

uit
 Li

bra
ry 

on
 08

/10
/20

20



You will receive your mail ballot packet at the address listed on 
your application. Your mail ballot packet includes:

1. Your mail ballot 

2. Voter's Mail Ballot Certificate envelope 

3. Voting from Home instructions wrap 

4. Postage-paid return envelope 

5. I Voted by Mail sticker 

If you do not receive your packet, call the Elections Division at 

Receive Your Mail Ballot
STEP

2 

La
st 

View
ed

 by
 Firs

t C
irc

uit
 Li

bra
ry 

on
 08

/10
/20

20



401-222-2340.

Read the instructions carefully and be sure to note how many 
candidates you can vote for at the top of each race.

Completely fill the oval next to your choice(s) using a pen. 
Black ink preferred.

Write-in option for November only: To vote for a candidate 
whose name is not on the ballot, fill in the oval to the left of 
“Write-in” and print the name clearly in the box.

Do not cross out any mistakes you may have made on your 
ballot. Instead call the Elections Division at 401-222-2340 or 
TDD 711 to make arrangements to receive a replacement ballot.

Mark your Mail Ballot
STEP

3 
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• Insert voted ballot into Voter’s Mail Ballot Certificate 

(smaller envelope). 

• Print your name. 

• Provide a telephone number in case there are questions 

pertaining to your Voter’s Mail Ballot Certificate Sign the 

envelope. 

• The signature on your Mail Ballot Certificate envelope will be 

compared to the signature on your mail ballot application. 

• You may provide your RI Driver’s License or State ID number 

or the last 4-digits of your Social Security Number as 

optional information. 

Complete the Voter's Mail Ballot Certificate
STEP

4 
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Place completed mail ballot certificate envelope into the 
postage-paid return envelope addressed to the:

      Rhode Island Board of Elections 
      P.O.Box 6128 
      Providence, RI 02940 

You should allow at least three (3) mailing days to ensure your 
mail ballot arrives by 8 p.m. on election day.

You may hand deliver the sealed envelope to the Board of 
Elections: 

      2000 Plainfield Pike, Suite A 
      Cranston, RI 02921 

You may hand deliver the sealed envelope to any of the secure 
24-hour drop box locations (/Elections/LocalBoards) around 
the state. Contact your local board of canvassers
(/Elections/LocalBoards) to find a drop box near you.

The Board of Elections must receive your mail ballot by 8 
p.m. on Election Day

Mail or Hand-Deliver your Ballot
STEP

5 
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FAQ
Below are frequently asked questions about voting by mail. We encourage you to read 

the complete guide on how to safely vote from home (/Content/Pdfs/Calendar/Vote-

From-Home-English.pdf) with a mail ballot.

Guides
• Vote From Home (/Content/Pdfs/Calendar/Vote-From-Home-English.pdf)

Do I have to reapply for a mail ballot each time I want to vote by mail? +

What if I need help filling out my ballot? +

What if I make a mistake or if the mail ballot is damaged? +

I applied for a mail ballot, but it hasn’t arrived. How can I check to see if my 
application was processed? +

How can I check to see if my mail ballot was received? +

What if I miss the mail ballot application deadline and cannot, or prefer not, to 
vote in person on Election Day? +

Can I vote in any party primary? +La
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Home (/)

Why be a voter? (/Voter/WhyBeVoter)

Register to Vote (/Voter/RegisterToVote)

Update Your Voter Record (/Voter/UpdateYourVoterRecord)

Vote from Home with a Mail Ballot (/Voter/VotebyMail)

Vote Early In-Person (/Voter/PersonVotingPage)

Vote on Election Day (/Voter/VoteatthePolls)

Know Your Voter Rights! (/Voter/VoterRights)

Elections Calendar (/Voter/VoterCalendar)

Voter ID Flyer (/Content/Pdfs/voter_id_information.pdf)

FAQ (/Voter/VoterFaq)

  Return to top 
Español (/Home/ChangeLanguage?lang=es)

About (https://sos.ri.gov/about-us)

Contact (https://sos.ri.gov/contact)

News (https://sos.ri.gov/news-and-events)

Notary Public (https://sos.ri.gov/divisions/notary-public)

elections@sos.ri.gov (mailto:elections@sos.ri.gov)(401) 222-2340 (tel://1-401-222-2340)

Be a Voter

Be a Candidate

How Elections Work in RI

Data and Information
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Rhode Island Department of State (/)

 (https://www.facebook.com/RIDepartmentOfState/?fref=ts)

 (https://www.linkedin.com/company/1391989) (https://twitter.com/risecstate)

La
st 

View
ed

 by
 Firs

t C
irc

uit
 Li

bra
ry 

on
 08

/10
/20

20




