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Elaine Joyce filed a federal lawsuit
after she was denied access to an
event at her golf club.
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Barred From Men’s-Only Event, Woman Sues Public
Golf Club
By MARCIA CHAMBERS
Published: February 19, 2008

Elaine Joyce, a champion amateur golfer, and her father were
looking forward to a weekend tournament last May at the respected
public course on Cape Cod where they hold full memberships. But
their names were not listed when officials posted the tee times for
the event at the Dennis Pines course.

Joyce’s father, Pat, received a call
from the club’s head pro, Russell
Champoux, who said the tournament
was not open to women. It did not
matter that Joyce would play from the
men’s tees. Or that she had won more than 20 club
championships over the years. Or that she had captured
the title in 2001 at an event for the state’s top female club
champions.

Joyce complained to the town, but over the next several
months, Robert Canevazzi, the Dennis town
administrator, did not budge. When Joyce filed a
complaint with the Massachusetts Commission Against
Discrimination in July, the club said its actions were not
discriminatory. In a letter, Canevazzi told Joyce that the
club would begin scheduling men’s and women’s fields in
all tournaments in 2008, giving women more weekend
play. The club’s lawyer, Kristin Tyler Harris, reiterated the
position. But women would not be permitted to play in

men’s tournaments.

On Friday, Joyce, 43, filed a federal lawsuit in United States District Court in Boston to
challenge the town and the golf officials. Her case confronts the tradition of men’s
tournaments on morning weekends, events that are woven into the fabric of golf life at
private and public courses.

The 25-page federal complaint says that by denying Joyce the same “full citizenship
status” as men at a public golf course is as unlawful as operating a men’s-only bar or a
whites-only drinking fountain. Joyce is “entitled to the equal opportunity to aspire, to
achieve and to participate based upon her individual talents and capacities regardless of

Advertisement

More Articles in Sports »

MOST POPULAR

Lykke Li on U2,
heartbreak and
washing her undies
Also on NYTimes.com

Intimate portraits of an Internet

Go to Complete List Â»

1. Doctors Find Barriers to Sharing Digital Medical
Records

2. Heirloom Popcorn Helps a Snack Reinvent Itself

3. Well: Celiac Disease, a Common, but Elusive,
Diagnosis

4. The Odds, Continually Updated

5. Well: How Exercise May Protect Against Depression

6. Op-Ed Contributor: The Destruction of Mecca

7. New Michelin Guide Has New York Star-Studded

8. Opinion: Learning to Love Criticism

9. Many Strikeouts, Fewer Runs as Pitchers Take
Control

10. Well: Vets Face Rising Worry Over Fleas

TWITTER

LINKEDIN

SIGN IN TO E-
MAIL OR SAVE
THIS

PRINT

REPRINTS

SHARE

SEARCHED VIEWEDEMAILED

HOME PAGE MY TIMES TODAY'S PAPER VIDEO MOST POPULAR TIMES TOPICS Log In  Register NowSUBSCRIBE NOW  

La
st 

View
ed

 by
 Firs

t C
irc

uit
 Li

bra
ry 

on
 10

/01
20

14

http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/sports/golf&pos=TopAd&sn2=15285197/3c6f9c79&sn1=834d1448/6d3a8c9c&camp=MetLife_DC_Influencer_Campaign_1942239-nyt1&ad=728x90_MetLife_ROS_OneSize-adx&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fresponsibleregulation%2Ecom%3Futm%5Fsource%3Dnyt%26utm%5Fmedium%3Dcpm%5Fbanner%26utm%5Fterm%3DPol%2DROS%26utm%5Fcontent%3DOneSize%5F728x90%26utm%5Fcampaign%3Dsifi2014
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/golf/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://health.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://travel.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/baseball/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/football/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/ncaafootball/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/basketball/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/ncaabasketball/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/hockey/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/soccer/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/golf/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/tennis/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/other/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/indexes/2007/04/09/sports/golf/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/indexes/2007/06/17/sports/golf/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/indexes/2007/07/22/sports/golf/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/indexes/2007/08/13/sports/golf/index.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/c/marcia_chambers/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://tmagazine.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/09/26/lykke-li-interview-latest-album-gunshot-song-stream/?WT.mc_id=D-NYT-MKTG-MOD-10877-10-01-PH&WT.mc_ev=click&WT.mc_c=
http://tmagazine.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/09/26/lykke-li-interview-latest-album-gunshot-song-stream/?WT.mc_id=D-NYT-MKTG-MOD-10877-10-01-HD&WT.mc_ev=click&WT.mc_c=
http://tmagazine.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/09/26/lykke-li-interview-latest-album-gunshot-song-stream/?WT.mc_id=D-NYT-MKTG-MOD-10877-10-01-HD&WT.mc_ev=click&WT.mc_c=
http://tmagazine.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/09/26/lykke-li-interview-latest-album-gunshot-song-stream/?WT.mc_id=D-NYT-MKTG-MOD-10877-10-01-HD&WT.mc_ev=click&WT.mc_c=
http://tmagazine.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/09/25/valerie-phillips-you-are-beautiful-book-intimate-portraits-of-an-internet-sensation/?WT.mc_id=D-NYT-MKTG-MOD-10877-10-01-L1&WT.mc_ev=click&WT.mc_c=
http://tmagazine.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/09/25/valerie-phillips-you-are-beautiful-book-intimate-portraits-of-an-internet-sensation/?WT.mc_id=D-NYT-MKTG-MOD-10877-10-01-L1&WT.mc_ev=click&WT.mc_c=
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/sports/golf&pos=Middle5&sn2=63c64c43/a8c21251&sn1=7a0cf6b2/a4b336d7&camp=nyt2014_300x79_cookingapp_takeover&ad=CRS-2310_Cooking_Banners_300x79_retina&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fcooking%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2F
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostemailed.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/01/business/digital-medical-records-become-common-but-sharing-remains-challenging.html?src=me
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/01/business/digital-medical-records-become-common-but-sharing-remains-challenging.html?src=me
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/01/dining/heirloom-popcorn-helps-a-snack-reinvent-itself.html?src=me
http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/09/29/celiac-disease-diagnosis-gluten/?src=me
http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/09/29/celiac-disease-diagnosis-gluten/?src=me
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/30/science/the-odds-continually-updated.html?src=me
http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/10/01/how-exercise-may-protect-against-depression/?src=me
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/01/opinion/the-destruction-of-mecca.html?src=me
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/01/dining/michelin-guide-upgrades-aquavit-blanca-and-ichimura-to-two-stars-daniel-loses-third-star.html?src=me
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/28/opinion/sunday/learning-to-love-criticism.html?src=me
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/01/sports/baseball/as-batting-numbers-shrivel-eyes-turn-to-the-mound.html?src=me
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/01/sports/baseball/as-batting-numbers-shrivel-eyes-turn-to-the-mound.html?src=me
http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/09/29/vets-face-rising-worry-over-fleas/?src=me
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/19/sports/golf/19links.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/19/sports/golf/19links.html?_r=1&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/19/sports/golf/19links.html
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/19/sports/golf/19links.html
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/19/sports/golf/19links.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/19/sports/golf/19links.html?_r=1&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/sports/golf&pos=Frame4A&sn2=6af27de7/fe322710&sn1=6d43b9d6/668bc50a&camp=FoxSearchlight_AT2014-1911128-Oct&ad=0905.Thedrop_NYT120x60NP.gif&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Efacebook%2Ecom%2Fthedropmovie
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://my.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/regi.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/sports/golf&pos=Bar1&sn2=36a1fbb2/8905ffa0&sn1=39ca59ab/8358c60d&camp=abTest_14_08_lower_priced_prod_salp_bar1&ad=nyt2014_bar1_abtest_dual_lower_priced_v1.1&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fsubscriptions%2FMultiproduct%2Flp3LWLU%2Ehtml%3Fadxc%3D253253%26adxa%3D382340%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/sports/golf%26pos%3DBar1%26campaignId%3D46K88


Barred From Men’s-Only Event, Woman Sues Public Golf Club - New York Times

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/19/sports/golf/19links.html?_r=1&[10/1/2014 2:13:11 PM]

her gender,” her lawyer, Laura R. Studen, said.

The lawsuit names the Town of Dennis, Canevazzi and the top three golf officials —
Dennis Penner, the golf director; Michael Cummings, the head golf course
superintendent; and Champoux. The claim said the three golf officials set the rules and
eligibility for the May tournament. The suit seeks damages, including punitive damages,
and legal fees. It also seeks an injunction to stop the practice.

Neither Canevazzi nor Harris returned telephone calls seeking comment Monday.

Joyce said she hoped the case would send a message to municipal golf courses
nationwide. The National Golf Foundation lists 2,361 municipal courses and 9,105 daily
fee courses, those opened to the public but owned privately.

The Dennis Pines case is unusual because it centers on a municipal course. Exclusion
based on race, gender, religion or age is rarely confronted because towns know their
courses are open to the public and come under state laws involving public
accommodations. At many public and private clubs, women have sought change from
within, seeking to undo the entrenched weekend tee times that come with men’s
tournament play. Many argue that they, like the men, work during the week.

Although Elaine Joyce is a member, Champoux, the head pro, did not inform her of the
decision to bar her from playing. Instead, he called her father.

In separate interviews, Joyce and her father said they were astonished by the club’s
actions because they considered the issue settled. This close-knit golf community
straddles two towns, Dennis and Yarmouth. After a brutal fight a decade ago, Joyce
succeeded in playing with men on weekends at Bayberry Hill and Bass River, the public
courses in nearby Yarmouth.

In her complaint, Joyce said the latest experience at Dennis Pines left her feeling
“ostracized, marginalized, humiliated, embarrassed and denounced.” She said many men
played in tournaments in each town and knew about her case in Yarmouth. There, Joyce
wanted to become a member of the so-called Forty Thieves men’s group so she could
play on weekend mornings and play competitively.

Eventually, the Yarmouth town administrator found that Bayberry Hill and Bass River
were subject to the state’s antidiscrimination laws. He told the Forty Thieves to accept
her or lose their block of preferential weekend tee times. They reluctantly accepted her.

In the past two decades, many women have taken private golf clubs to court, suing over
weekend tee times, membership, divorce issues and access to men’s-only dining rooms.

Joyce said she began to feel hostility after she filed the state discrimination complaint in
July. One Saturday, after a match-play club championship, she walked into the
clubhouse after the first round.

“There were 20 to 25 guys in there,” she said. “And as soon I walked in the door,
everything stopped. Silence. ‘There she is. That’s the woman. That’s the problem.’ Stupid
stuff like that.”

Joyce compared the experience to her fight to play with the Forty Thieves. After the
town acted in that case, it took 18 months for her to be admitted as a member. Joyce
said some members of the group were appalled and let her know it. One said he would
play only if she played naked. Others walked off the course when paired with her. Some
refused to speak to her during rounds.

“In any sport I have ever played, the only way you get better is if you play with people
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who are at least as good if not better than you,” Joyce said. “That is how you get better
in basketball. That’s how you get better in baseball, any sport out there.”

Tips
To find reference information about the words used in this article, double-click on any word, phrase or name. A
new window will open with a dictionary definition or encyclopedia entry.
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