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| \ bi-ˈhaf 
, -ˈhäf, bē- \

Definition of behalf

: interest, benefit also : support, defense argued in his behalf
on behalf of
or in behalf of
: in the interest of also : as a representative of I wrote the letter on behalf of my client.


On Behalf of vs. in Behalf of: Usage Guide 
More Example Sentences 
Phrases Containing behalf

Learn More About behalf

On Behalf of vs. in Behalf of: Usage Guide

A body of opinion favors in with the "interest, benefit" sense of behalf and on with the "support, defense" sense.
This distinction has been observed by some writers but overall has never had a sound basis in actual usage. In
current British use, on behalf (of) has replaced in behalf (of); both are still used in American English, but the
distinction is frequently not observed.

Examples of behalf in a Sentence

Recent Examples on the Web
Her family members—including Prince Charles, Princess Anne, and Prince William
—stepped in on her behalf throughout the celebration.
—
Emily Burack, Town & Country, 5 June 2022 Then your
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computer could act kind of like a butler, interacting with apps and websites on your behalf.
—
Geoffrey A. Fowler,
Anchorage Daily News, 4 June 2022 Gendron's lawyers entered a plea of not guilty to all of the charges on his
behalf.
—
Aaron Katersky, ABC News, 3 June 2022 See More

These example sentences are selected automatically from various online news sources to reflect current usage of
the word 'behalf.' Views expressed in the examples do not represent the opinion of Merriam-Webster or its editors.
Send us feedback.

Phrases Containing behalf

in behalf of
in behalf of someone
in someone's behalf
on behalf of
on behalf of someone
on someone's behalf

in behalf of
in behalf of someone
in someone's behalf
on behalf of
on behalf of someone
on someone's behalf

First Known Use of behalf

14th century, in the meaning defined above

History and Etymology for behalf
Middle English, from by + half half, side

Learn More About behalf

Share behalf

Post the Definition of behalf to Facebook
 
Share the Definition of behalf on Twitter


Time Traveler for behalf

The first known use of behalf was in the 14th century

See more words from the same century

Dictionary Entries Near behalf
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be had

behalf

Behan

See More Nearby Entries 

Statistics for behalf

Last Updated

8 Jun 2022

Look-up Popularity

Top 3% of words

Cite this Entry

“Behalf.” Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/behalf. Accessed 15 Jun. 2022.
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More Definitions for behalf

behalf

noun
be·​half
| \ bi-ˈhaf 
, -ˈhäf \

Kids Definition of behalf

: a person's interest or support He argued in my behalf.
on behalf of
or in behalf of
1
: in the interest of I speak in behalf of my friend.
2
: as a representative of I accepted the award on behalf of the whole class.

More from Merriam-Webster on behalf

Nglish: Translation of behalf for Spanish Speakers

Britannica English: Translation of behalf for Arabic Speakers

W O R D  O F  T H E  D A Y

credulous
La

st 
vie

wed
 by

 th
e F

irs
t C

irc
uit

 Li
bra

ry 
on

 6/
15

/20
22

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/behalf?pronunciation&lang=en_us&dir=b&file=behalf01
http://www.nglish.com/spanish/behalf
http://arabic.britannicaenglish.com/behalf
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day
javascript:void(0)


6/15/22, 12:29 PM Behalf Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/behalf 6/10

See Definitions and Examples »

Test Your Vocabulary

Which Word Does Not Belong?

Which of these words

does not mean

"nonsense"?

sagacity blatherskite

bunkum folderol

Test your vocabulary with our
10-question quiz!

TAKE THE QUIZ

A daily challenge for
crossword fanatics.

TAKE THE QUIZ

Love words? Need even more definitions?

Subscribe to America's largest dictionary and get thousands more definitions and advanced

search—ad free!

M E R R I A M - W E B S T E R  U N A B R I D G E D

Get Word of the Day daily email!

SUBSCRIBEYour email address

La
st 

vie
wed

 by
 th

e F
irs

t C
irc

uit
 Li

bra
ry 

on
 6/

15
/20

22

https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/exception-quiz-iii?q=2491&a=8942
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/exception-quiz-iii?q=2491&a=8944
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/exception-quiz-iii?q=2491&a=8943
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/exception-quiz-iii?q=2491&a=8945
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/vocabulary-quiz
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/universal-daily-crossword
https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/subscriber/register/p1?refc=FOOTER_DEF_MWU


6/15/22, 12:29 PM Behalf Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/behalf 7/10

W O R D S  A T  P L A Y

A S K  T H E  E D I T O R S

'Dunderhead' and Other
‘Nicer’ Ways to Say Stupid

As illustrated by some very smart
pups

10 Words from Place Names

Bikini, bourbon, and badminton
were places first

'Pride': The Word That Went
From Vice to Strength

Do you take pride in Pride?

When Were Words First
Used?

Look up any year to find out

La
st 

vie
wed

 by
 th

e F
irs

t C
irc

uit
 Li

bra
ry 

on
 6/

15
/20

22

https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/8-nicer-ways-to-say-stupid
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/top-10-words-from-place-names
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/pride-meaning-word-history
https://www.merriam-webster.com/time-traveler/


6/15/22, 12:29 PM Behalf Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/behalf 8/10

W O R D  G A M E S

Literally

How to use a word that (literally)
drives some pe...

'All Intensive Purposes' or
'All Intents and Purposes'?

We're intent on clearing it up

Lay vs. Lie

Editor Emily Brewster clarifies the
difference.

Hot Mess

"The public is a hot mess"

Challenging Words You
Should Know

Not a quiz for the pusillanimous

TAKE THE QUIZLa
st 

vie
wed

 by
 th

e F
irs

t C
irc

uit
 Li

bra
ry 

on
 6/

15
/20

22

https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/literally
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/intensive-intents-and-purposes-eggcorn-video
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/lay-vs-lie
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video/hot-mess
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/fiendish-vocab


6/15/22, 12:29 PM Behalf Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/behalf 9/10

Learn a new word every day. Delivered to your inbox!

Y o u r  e m a i l  a d d r e s s

Slang Through The Ages

Find out if you’re a space cadet or
the bee’s...

TAKE THE QUIZ

How Strong Is Your
Vocabulary?

Test your vocabulary with our 10-
question quiz!

TAKE THE QUIZ

Spelling Bee Quiz

Can you outdo past winners of the
National Spelli...

TAKE THE QUIZ

O T H E R  M E R R I A M - W E B S T E R  D I C T I O N A R I E S

MERRIAM-WEBSTER'S UNABRIDGED DICTIONARY

SCRABBLE®  WORD FINDER

MERRIAM-WEBSTER DICTIONARY API

La
st 

vie
wed

 by
 th

e F
irs

t C
irc

uit
 Li

bra
ry 

on
 6/

15
/20

22

https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/slang-quiz
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/vocabulary-quiz
https://www.merriam-webster.com/word-games/scripps-spelling-bee-quiz
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/
https://scrabble.merriam.com/
https://dictionaryapi.com/


6/15/22, 12:29 PM Behalf Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/behalf 10/10

F O L L O W  U S

Browse the Dictionary: 
 A 
 B 
 C 
 D 
 E 
 F 
 G 
 H 
 I 
 J 
 K 
 L 
 M 
 N 
 O 
 P 
 Q 
 R 
 S 
 T 
 U

V 
 W 
 X 
 Y 
 Z 
 0-9

Home 
 Help 
 About Us 
 Shop 
 Advertising Info 
 Dictionary API 
 Contact Us 

Join MWU 
 Videos 
 Word of the Year 
 Vocabulary Resources  Law Dictionary 

Medical Dictionary 
 Privacy Policy 
 Terms of Use

Browse the Thesaurus 
 Browse the Medical Dictionary 
 Browse the Legal Dictionary

© 2022 Merriam-Webster, Incorporated

NGLISH - SPANISH-ENGLISH TRANSLATION

BRITANNICA ENGLISH - ARABIC TRANSLATION

La
st 

vie
wed

 by
 th

e F
irs

t C
irc

uit
 Li

bra
ry 

on
 6/

15
/20

22

https://www.facebook.com/merriamwebster
https://twitter.com/merriamwebster
https://www.youtube.com/user/MerriamWebsterOnline
https://www.instagram.com/merriamwebster/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/a
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/a
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/b
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/c
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/d
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/e
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/f
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/g
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/h
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/i
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/j
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/k
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/l
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/m
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/n
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/o
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/p
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/q
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/r
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/s
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/t
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/u
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/v
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/w
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/x
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/y
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/z
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/dictionary/0
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/help
https://www.merriam-webster.com/about-us
https://shop.merriam-webster.com/?utm_source=mwsite&utm_medium=nav&utm_content=footer
https://www.merriam-webster.com/advertising
https://www.dictionaryapi.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/contact-us
https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/subscriber/register/p1?refc=FOOTER_JOINMWU
https://www.merriam-webster.com/video
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/word-of-the-year
https://www.merriam-webster.com/vocabulary/see-all
https://www.merriam-webster.com/legal
https://www.merriam-webster.com/medical
https://www.merriam-webster.com/privacy-policy
https://www.merriam-webster.com/terms-of-use
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/thesaurus/a
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/medical/a
https://www.merriam-webster.com/browse/legal/a
https://www.nglish.com/spanish/en/
https://arabic.britannicaenglish.com/en/



