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Karl Nickerson Llewellyn

A typical day for Karl Nickerson Llewellyn begins
early for it is during the hours before breakfast that
much of his work is done. After preparing coffee,
which he maintains is best done by steeping, he begins
the day’s work. Whatever his project, the first draft
of written work invariably is done on yellow, lined,
legal-sized paper, and usually in pencil, a yellow
lead pencil. These implements are important in the
craft of lawyering to Mr. Llewellyn, who is not con-
vinced that an attorney can function as efficiently
on a white, unlined leaf. During the morning and
throughout the day, he fills up several pages with let-
ters to authors of articles he has read, letters to edi-
tors, ideas for lectures or articles, and perhaps puetryq/
He produces such a quantity of material that onlbq,
part of it is ever worked into final form. G

Much of Professor Llewellyn’s working dﬁ& at
home and in his law school office is spen ts1\prepar-
ing lectures to be presented to his classes~He never
uses old lecture notes, but always reworks the mate-
rial he has in the light of his pres hinking on the
subject, adding new material ar 1\ leting other. His
constant revision is remarkahlgsince nearly all of
Professor Llewellyn’s life inithe law has been spent
in teaching. After receivifig his LLB from Yale Law
School, he served a @i’ instructor in law while he
completed his wo 3’01- a |JD. He then accepted a
position with tlQ\\Jew York law firm of Shearman
and Sterling ‘Rthough he probably considered his
work there @sq)e more of a continuation of his inter-
est in n iable instrument law than as the start of
a ca in the practice of law. While a member of
the firm he had the opportunity to work with the
Pﬁv York banks in revising the forms which they used

“in international trade. From his experience with
banking problems, he developed an interest in letters
of credit and cable transfer questions which has con-
tinued throughout his career and is evident in his
work as the Chief Reporter of the Uniform Commer-
cial Code. After two years, Llewellyn returned to
continue his teaching career at Yale Law School. He
then served on the faculty of Columbia University
where he held the chair of Betts Professor of Law.
He was a guest professor at the University of Leipzig
and Visiting Professor of Law at Harvard Law School.
In 1951 he joined the University of Chicago Law
School as Professor of Law in which capacity he is
presently serving.

In the actual presentation of his materials in class,
Karl Llewellyn is much the same today as he was
when he taught his first class in Negotiable Instru-
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ments at Yale. He brings to his classe enthusiasm
for the law and a sensitivity and singceré dedication to
the finer tradition of the lawyergoéraft. His robust,
fresh approach to law, and toQife, induces him to
develop new theories and “?Yc)f doing things which
he enjoys discussing wi@ is classes and his col-
leagues. His is the tafept, moreover, of impressing a
notion upon the minds of his students with a dramatic,
almost iudeh'ble?éa ity. His unique choice of words
and illustrations and his coordination of vocal expres-
sion and gestierd enable him to communicate with his
students &1 an intensity and vividness they do not
forget\® ne day after strongly emphasizing the dis-



advantages of paraphrasing a statute, he had his en-
tire class repeat several times in unison the phrase,
“Never paraphrase a statute.” Someone in that class
may some day paraphrase a statute, but it is doubtful
he will do so without remembering that he should
“Never . ..~

It has been suggested that Mr. Llewellyn is on
occasion given to overstatement. Whether or not that
is s0, it is true that no one is more generous in prais-
ing a job well done than Karl Llewellyn. His great
admiration for men such as Scrutton and Cardozo is
well known and has been expressed by him many
times; these were men with horse sense who could
get to the barebones of a problem and come up with
a lovely, clean law-job that bites. Speaking of such
a man, Professor Llewellyn will sometimes strike the
desk with his fist, shake his head and, with a twinkle
in his eye, exclaim, “What a man it was!” On th&L
other hand, it is equally true that few are more de@
tating in condemning a job considered to be y
done; Mr. Llewellyn hates a lousy, lazy job an has
no use for the man who did it, damn h'&‘ ul, and
does not hesitate to tell him so, Q

Professor Llewellyn and his wife, Soia Mentschi-
koff, also on the faculty of the Unj&e\}xity of Chicago
Law School, reserve one evenig@.a week for an ‘at
home” with their students aﬂ&;g them an oppor-
tunity to know their stud@%’ better. Mr. Llewellyn
is a widely read man, } aQ(—lnany interests outside the
law and is happy dlk with students on various
topics whether or related to law. This is typical
of the personal ifitcrest Professor Llewellyn has always
taken in his ents. And many of the men who have
studied under him write from time to time telling
him of plans and accomplishments.

A Jist of Mr. Llewellyn’s interests outside of law
sheuld include his activity as a boxer while a student

ale. His participation in sports today, however,
enters mainly around golf which he plays regularly.
The development and care of orchards is another
subject which holds an especial fascination for Mr.
Llewellyn, and is one in which he considers himself
somewhat expert. Cats, of course, have been a great
love of his for many years. He has owned several
Maltese cats which he has even used as the subjects
of some of his poems. For, in addition to the many
books, articles and lectures on law he has published,
Karl Llewellyn has found time to put together two
books of poetry, Beach Plums and Put In His Thumb.
His poems deal with a wide range of subjects which
have interested him; some even deal with certain
aspects of the law. But whatever the topic, they all
contain the vitality and depth which characterize all
of Professor Llewellyn’s work, and which, in fact,
characterize Professor Llewellyn himself.
Jack D. Beem, JD 55





