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Mos Viewed Stories

Boston Police Department documents obtained by WBUR provide, for the first time, a
glimpse into the department's gang database and how gangs are tracked in the city.

The American Civil Liberties Union of Massachusetts sued Boston Police last year to
gain access to the department's Gang Assessment Database, which is maintained by the
Boston Regional Intelligence Center. BRIC is a unit of the Boston Police Department
that gathers and analyzes intelligence, which is accessible to federal law enforcement.

Get up to speed on the coronavirus outbreak
and other news Boston is talking about. Add
our daily newsletter to your morning routine.
Sign up now.

The lawsuit was prompted by concerns over
how allegations of gang affiliation are used in
immigration court proceedings. Civil liberties
advocates, and those who study policing, say
they have concerns about the accuracy of the
database, and the impact it could have on
individuals wrongly identified as a gang
member. And they want to know more about
how police track those contained on its rolls.

Current Gang Picture In Boston

Boston police generated an analysis in
response to the ACLU's lawsuit, providing
what it calls the "current gang picture in

Mass. Gun Laws Challenge
Could Become A Second
Amendment SCOTUS
Blockbuser

WBUR News 03:38
May 15, 2020

Race For U.S. Senate Turns
Sharp, As Kennedy Revives An
Old Attack Agains Markey

WBUR News 04:50
7 hours ago

Boston police maintains a gang database tracking 5,300 individuals listed as actively, or
previously, having been in a gang (Boston Police)

La
st 

View
ed

 by
 Firs

t C
irc

uit
 Li

bra
ry 

on
 05

/18
/20

20

https://www.wbur.org/news/2018/11/15/aclu-boston-police-gang-database-lawsuit
https://bpdnews.com/bric
https://www.wbur.org/news/2020/05/15/massachusetts-gun-laws-supreme-court-challenge
https://www.wbur.org/news/2020/05/15/massachusetts-gun-laws-supreme-court-challenge
https://www.wbur.org/news/2020/05/15/massachusetts-gun-laws-supreme-court-challenge
https://www.wbur.org/news/2020/05/15/massachusetts-gun-laws-supreme-court-challenge
https://www.wbur.org/news/2020/05/15/massachusetts-gun-laws-supreme-court-challenge
https://www.wbur.org/news
https://www.wbur.org/news/2020/05/18/senate-race-kennedy-markey
https://www.wbur.org/news/2020/05/18/senate-race-kennedy-markey
https://www.wbur.org/news/2020/05/18/senate-race-kennedy-markey
https://www.wbur.org/news


Here's What We Know About Boston Police's Gang Database | WBUR News

https://www.wbur.org/news/2019/07/26/boston-police-gang-database-immigration[5/18/2020 1:09:27 PM]

Boston."

It lists:

Approximately 160 "documented gangs"
in Boston (but not the names of the gangs)
100 "active" gangs, with about 30 gangs
"actively driving violence"
About 5,300 total individuals
Approximately 2,800 "active" gang
members
The remainder — or about 2,500 individuals — are classified as "inactive,"
"deceased," or "long term incarcerated"

Asked to clarify how a person or group is classified as gang-involved, a Boston police
spokesman referred WBUR to its rules and procedures. A "gang" is a group of three or
more people with a common name or identifying signs (like colors or symbols) who
frequent a specific area. They also must have members who individually or together
engage in criminal activity, which may include targeting rival gang members or being
targeted by other gangs.

Someone is considered "active" if they've reached the criteria to be at least a gang
associate, and had contact with another gang member, or participated in some form of
gang activity within the last five years.

Thomas Nolan was formerly a lieutenant with the Boston Police Department and
worked as a supervisor of the Boston police gang task force. He's surprised, and
troubled, by the current numbers of documented gangs and individuals listed in the
database.

"I look at the criteria [BPD] use[s] to put people into the gang assessment database, and
then draw these conclusions about having 160 separate gangs in the city," Nolan said.
"That's a lot of gangs for a city the size of Boston."

Coas Guard Seeks New
Steward For Hisoric Boson
Lighthouse

WBUR News May 16, 2020

Baker Announces $56M For
Food Security

WBUR News 4 hours ago
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By comparison, a 2018 Chicago Crime Commission report documented 59 active street
gangs in that city. Chicago's population is four times larger than Boston's.

Gang Member Identification

The analysis also provides a list of what qualifies someone as a gang member, with a
point system for each criterion. More than 10 points, and a person is considered a gang
member. Six to 10 points, and a person is a gang associate.

Criteria include: self-admitted gang membership (eight points), possession of gang
paraphernalia (four points), or becoming a victim or target of gang violence (three to
eight points), among several others.

Nolan said many of those criteria are hard to verify, and could be leading to more
people included in the database than are actually in a gang.

"That's a pretty broad brush stroke," Nolan said. "That's why they're coming up with
this number of 160 [gangs], which really, to me, strains the bounds of credibility."

Boston police provided redacted documents showing how gang members and
associates are tracked. An individual's name and photo, aliases and nicknames, and
gang affiliations are listed.

In one example, a man is documented as an "INACTIVE" gang associate who was
born in 1996. According to the document, the man was interrogated in the field by
Homeland Security Investigations, an investigative arm of the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security. The report states that the man was wearing a brand of hat that's
known to be worn by gang members (four points).  The type of hat was redacted by
Boston Police. He was also seen in East Boston "alongside 3 other males, all of which
are now verified [redacted] gang members" (two points).

Statistics And Access
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Part of the ACLU's public records request, which led to the current lawsuit, included a
breakdown of race and gender for those individuals listed in the gang database.

However, Boston police doesn't track the race and gender of suspected gang members.
Instead, BPD said in order to provide the ACLU with breakdowns, the department had
to cross reference criminal records maintained by Boston police. According to the
report, 93% of the people in the gang database have a prior Boston arrest.

For the remaining 7%, the department wasn't able to tell the ACLU what the race or
gender is of people in their own gang database.

Here's a snapshot of that breakdown as of January 2, 2019:

66.4% black non-Hispanic
14.1% white Hispanic
9.7% black Hispanic
2.3 % white non-Hispanic
0.4% Asian
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Of the suspected gang members Boston police was able to identify the gender of,
nearly all were male. Only 26 were women.

Adriana Lafaille, a staff attorney with the ACLU, said these numbers confirm what the
organization has suspected --- that the gang database disproportionately includes men
of color.

"What we see is a pattern of youth being surveilled inside their schools and outside their
schools, in their neighborhoods, and being labeled as gang members often simply
because of the people they're being seen with and sometimes the clothing that they
wear," she said.

WBUR has previously reported on the impact of the gang database. Orlando, a former
student at East Boston High School, was labeled a gang associate by a Boston School
Police sergeant — a separate department from Boston police. The teen, an immigrant
from El Salvador, had no criminal record and was on track to receive a green card
when he was involved in a lunchtime scuffle.

The Boston School Police incident report listed Orlando as a associate of the gang MS-
13. That same incident report showed up during his immigration proceedings. He was
ultimately deported after spending more than a year in immigration detention.

According to the BPD documents, several agencies outside of the department are able
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to access the gang database, including:

1 person with MBTA transit police
1 person with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
1 person with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security
1 person with Boston Housing Authority police
1 person with Suffolk County Sheriff's Department
2 people with Boston School Police

The ACLU says it still has outstanding document requests with the BPD.

"We're still waiting for more documents and the full picture of how information gets
into the gang database," Lafaille said. "How that information is then shared out with
other agencies is still a mystery to us."

This segment aired on July 30, 2019.

What A Boston Student's Deportation Reveals About School Police And Gang
Intelligence

ACLU Sues Boston Police For Access To Gang Database

Related:

Shannon Dooling Twitter Reporter
Shannon Dooling is an immigration reporter at WBUR, Boston’s
NPR news station.
More…
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More from WBUR

Dover Doctor Charged With Killing Wife Faces Arraignment
Dr. Ingolf Tuerk, 58, of Dover, faces arraignment in Dedham District Court in
connection with the killing of Kathleen McLean, according to a statement from the
Norfolk district attorney’s office....

WBUR News 4 hours ago

Baker Announces $56M For Food Security
The initiative aims to help prop up overburdened food banks, provide
meals directly to struggling families and encourage urban farming
and other solutions to make local food more available to...

WBUR News 4 hours ago

Today's Weather: Cool And Dry To Start The Week
A dry week of weather is ahead with a moderating trend of
temperatures.

WBUR News 6 hours ago

Race For U.S. Senate Turns Sharp, As Kennedy Revives
An Old Attack Agains Markey
This remains a puzzling primary race for many Massachusetts
Democrats: a contest between two solid progressives who agree on
just about every issue. But now, amidst the pandemic, the attacks...
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WBUR News 04:50 7 hours ago

She Fought To Keep COVID-19 Out Of Her Nursing Home.
Then, She Got Sick.
At Rhode Island nursing homes, experts say a lack of available
testing overshadowed the efforts of staff in preventing the virus’
spread. Lakesha Lopez took every precaution but still ended...

WBUR News May 17, 2020

Support the news

 

Mass. Lawmakers Weigh Bill To Allow Supervised Drug Consumption
Sites
Massachusetts lawmakers are weighing legislation that would legalize supervised drug
consumption sites.

WBUR News May 17, 2020

Mass. Hydropower Project Stymied By Maine Ballot Quesion Dispute
The project would provide New England with its largest source of renewable energy,
and Massachusetts with about a fifth of its electricity demand.

WBUR News May 16, 2020

Coas Guard Seeks New Steward For Hisoric Boson
Lighthouse
The U.S. Coast Guard announced this week it will begin the process
to transfer control of Light Station Boston, commonly known as
Boston Light, to another entity.

WBUR News May 16, 2020
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8th Mass. DOC Prisoner Dies of COVID-19
The Department of Correction said the man was in his 50s and died at a local hospital,
where he was being treated for the disease.

WBUR News May 15, 2020

In Her Own Words: Quincy's Mary Pratt On Her Time
Playing Professional Baseball
WBUR's All Things Considered looks back on the life of long-time
Quincy resident Mary Pratt, who played in the women's baseball
league inspired the movie "A League Of Their Own."

WBUR News 04:34 May 15, 2020

Worceser Church Sues Over Gatherings Ban
The federal suit filed Thursday by the Rev. Kristopher Casey and the
Adams Square Baptist Church in Worcester seeks a temporary
restraining order and asks the court to declare the...

WBUR News May 15, 2020
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