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HOW TALLIS A
STOREY IN FEET?

The height of each storey in a building is based on ceiling height,
floor thickness, and building material — with a general average of
about 14 feet, Not every level is considered a storey: while a base-
ment is usually considered to be storey, a level without a roof
(like a terrace or rooftop) is not technically a storey.

Howtall is a storey in feet when it comes to the different levels of
abuilding? While most levels between the ground level and top
level will have a floor to ceiling height of about 14 feet, lower lev-
els and partial levels have different minimum or maximum
heights.
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HOW TALL IS A BUILDING STOREY?

Building storey height varies widely from just under the 14-foot
average to well above it. That's because several factors affect the
storeys-to-feet standard for a building: building material, insula-
tion type, and different height allowances for different levels.

Storeys within a building aren’t required to be the same height.
For example, a building lobby is often taller than the storeys
above. Levels near the top may have less floor area than those
beneath. The larger base storeys and smaller top of the Willis
Tower demonstrate this principle. Willis Tower incorparates de-
sign innovations that mean it doesn't require centercolumns for
stability — so there’s plenty of floor space for aniobservation deck
and lots of family-friendly exhibits on the 103rdfloor to see how
big Chicago really is!

Storey height is also limited based on building material and insu-
lation thickness. Take a look at-how. max storey height changes
based on material:

 Wood wall framing.—Max storey height of 11 feet, 7 inches.

e Cold-formed steel wall framing - Max storey height of 11
feet, 7 inches.

e Masonry walls - Max storey height of 13 feet, 7 inches.

e Insulated concrete form walls - Max storey height of 11 feet,
7 inches; max unsupported wall height per storey of 10 feet.

e Structural insulated panel walls - Max storey height of 11
feet, 7 inches; bearing wall height per storey of 10 feet.

STOREY HEIGHT BY BUILDING LEVEL

Although there are storey height maximums for safety purposes,
storeys to feet within the same building can vary. How tall is a



storey by building level? How many feet in a storey can change
depending on storey function and location within the building:

o Top storey / Attic - At least 50% of the usable area must
have ceilings of at least 7 feet.

e Mezzanine - A partial floor typically located halfway between
the ground floor and second floor.

e Main Floor/Lobby - In the United States, we call the first floor
the “ground floor.” In most of Europe, the “first floor” is actu-
ally the second level!

e Upper Ground - A main entrance floor about a meter-above
ground.

e Garden Level - A storey situated between a basement and
first floor.

e Lower Ground - A storey two meters below.ground, just be-
neath the upper ground level.

e Basement - The portion of a building.\between two floor levels
that is partly underground but hassat least one-half of its
height above pre-developmeéentiground level (natural grade).

e Crawl Space - A space at orbelow natural grade, typically lo-
cated between the jojsts of the floor above and the floor slab
below, and height of 3.9 feet or less.

e Basement - A level' with at least one-half of its height above
average natdral grade and and height of at least 7.5 feet.

e Cellar - A storage level beneath lower ground level and height
of at'least 7.5 feet.

JUST HOW HIGH IS 110 STOREYS?
FIND OUT WITH SKYDECK!

Now that you know storey height is variable, how tall is a storey in
feet when it comes to Chicago’s tallest skyscraper? Willis Tower
reaches 110 floors — and a staggering height of 1,450 feet! It's
one thing to read the number on screen, but a family trip to the



Skydeck shows you what that height really looks like! Contact
Skydeck Chicago to plan your group visit or special event on the
103rd floor today.
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Order Online Now \/
Purchase your tickets online and save time. Choose fﬂ@'number of different ticket pack-
ages and enjoy all that the Skydeck has to offer. C)O

N

Get Your Discount Parking C)
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Happy@iay of Summer, Chicago! ‘®-Swipe left for some
bealtiful summer vibes captured by local Chicago photo...
$ s://t.co/fKYFP5RvZO

18 minutes
'\@
é\, We are honored to be featured in the esteemed Faces of
(b Chicago Hospitality magazine! Skydeck Chicago's panorami...
N/ https://t.co/000SjSqrP2
15 hours

¥ Follow us on Twitter



Skydeck Gift Store

HOURS & DIRECTIONS

Open 365 Days a Year

March through September
Daily 9am-10pm

October through February
Sunday - Thursday 9:00am - 8:00pm
Friday - Saturday 9:00am -10:00pm

Last entry 30 minutes prior to close

Get Directions

From the North
From the South

From the Southwest 0
From the West 0

From the Loop ¢ K
)

Learn more about CityPASS.
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