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improper
adjective im·prop·er \(ˌ)im-ˈprä-pər\

: not correct

: not following rules of acceptable behavior : legally or morally wrong

: not suitable for the situation : not appropriate
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Full Definition of IMPROPER
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Test Your
Vocabulary!

Words at Play

    Games Word of the Day Video Blog: Words at Play My Faves

improper
improper diphthong
improper fraction
improper integral Long-Gone Words

How a Word For
"Blood" Came to
Mean "Optimistic"

La
st 

View
ed

 by
 Firs

t C
irc

uit
 Li

bra
ry 

on
 03

/25
/20

15

http://www.spanishcentral.com/
http://www.spanishcentral.com/
http://www.facebook.com/merriamwebster
http://twitter.com/merriamwebster
http://www.merriam-webster.com/
http://www.merriam-webster.com/scrabble
http://www.merriam-webster.com/scrabble
http://www.merriam-webster.com/scrabble
https://twitter.com/share
http://www.merriam-webster.com/scrabble/q-words-without-u
http://www.merriam-webster.com/scrabble/q-words-without-u
http://www.merriam-webster.com/scrabble/q-words-without-u
http://www.merriam-webster.com/scrabble/q-words-without-u
http://www.merriam-webster.com/scrabble/q-words-without-u
http://www.merriam-webster.com/quiz/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/quiz/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/quiz/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/quiz/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/top-ten-lists/archive.html
http://www.merriam-webster.com/game/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/game/index.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day/
http://www.merriam-webster.com/word-of-the-day/
http://www.merriam-webster.com/video/index.php
http://www.merriam-webster.com/video/index.php
http://www.merriam-webster.com/top-ten-lists/archive.html
http://www.merriam-webster.com/top-ten-lists/archive.html
http://www.merriam-webster.com/my-saved-words/manage-list.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/my-saved-words/manage-list.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/improper diphthong
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/improper fraction
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/improper integral
http://www.merriam-webster.com/top-ten-lists/words-we-dont-hear-anymore/floppy-disk.html
http://www.merriam-webster.com/top-ten-lists/words-we-dont-hear-anymore/floppy-disk.html
http://www.merriam-webster.com/blog/sanguine-word-history.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/blog/sanguine-word-history.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/blog/sanguine-word-history.htm
http://www.merriam-webster.com/blog/sanguine-word-history.htm



Improper - Definition and More from the Free Merriam-Webster Dictionary

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/improper[3/25/2015 2:06:53 PM]

a :  not in accord with fact, truth, or right procedure :  incorrect <improper
inference>

b :  not regularly or normally formed or not properly so called

c :  not suited to the circumstances, design, or end <improper medicine>

d :  not in accord with propriety, modesty, good manners, or good taste
<improper language>

— im·prop·er·ly adverb

— im·prop·er·ness noun

See improper defined for English-language learners 

See improper defined for kids 

Examples of IMPROPER

The doctor gave him an improper diagnosis.

They claim to have evidence of improper police conduct.

improper use of public land

This is an improper diet for a growing teenager.

It would be improper for me to ask such a favor of her.

He made some improper remarks.

Origin of IMPROPER

Middle English, from Middle French impropre, from Latin improprius, from
in- + proprius proper

First Known Use: 15th century

Related to IMPROPER

Synonyms
amiss, graceless, inappropriate, inapposite, inapt, incongruous,
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ulterior 

Going beyond what is openly said or shown
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incorrect, indecorous, inept, infelicitous, malapropos, perverse,
unapt, unbecoming, unfit, unhappy, unseemly, unsuitable, untoward,
wrong

Antonyms
appropriate, becoming, befitting, correct, decorous, felicitous, fit,
fitting, genteel, happy, meet, proper, right, seemly, suitable

[+] more

See Synonym Discussion at indecorous

Rhymes with IMPROPER

bebopper, cartopper, clodhopper, eavesdropper, eyedropper, eyepopper,
grasshopper, hedgehopper, hip-hopper, job-hopper, joypopper, leafhop...

[+] more

Learn More About IMPROPER

Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for "improper"
Spanish Central: Spanish translation of "improper"
SCRABBLE®: Playable words you can make from "improper"

Browse
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Previous Word in the Dictionary: impromptu
(adjective)
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Seen & Heard

What made you want to look up improper? Please tell us where you read or
heard it (including the quote, if possible).
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