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Pete DiMartino assisted his then-fiancee, Rebekah Gregory, with a brace to help her walk down the aisle during their
wedding ceremony last March.
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Long after Marathon bombings, survivor loses leg - Metro - The Boston Globe

By Eric Moskowitz

More than a year and a half after the Boston Marathon attack, a 27-year-old Texas woman who was severely
injured in the first blast underwent surgery Monday to amputate her left leg below the knee.

Rebekah DiMartino’s decision to amputate came after more than 15 previous operations in Boston and
Houston aimed at saving the limb. It made her at least the 17th person to lose a leg as a result of the April
2013 attack, but the first apparently since the life-saving surgeries that immediately followed the traumatic
bombing.

Doctors said DiMartino’s choice reflects the continued @RDChE Bros.

... - . . at Downtown Crossing
struggle some of the critically injured survivors have faced in

trying to regain mobility and minimize pain over the past 19 Your dinner...

all set to
carry home.

months.

With what has become her trademark optimism and humor,
DiMartino held a “Left Leg Last Hurrah” dinner over the e

weekend and posted a break-up note to her leg on her public I S
Full-Service Supermarket » Business &
Facebook page, along with a photo in which she had written

“It's Not You It's Me” across her heavily scarred foot, ankle,

and shin — above one final pedicure.

“Today is the day | say goodbye to whatds holding me back, and | reclaim my life,” she wrote hours before
heading into surgery, thanking friends, family, and the public for support.
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ERIC KAYNE

Rebekah Gregory is seen in a photograph from June-13, 2013, taken in Richmond, Texas.
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Globe coverage of the April 15, 2013 bombings at
the Boston Marathon and the events that followed.
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On Monday night, her orthopedic surgeon, Dr. William McGarvey, said the hourlong surgery at Memorial
Hermann Katy Hospital west of Houston was successful.

“There were no hiccups,” McGarvey said, in a phone interview immediately after the surgery. “Having
spoken with Rebekah for the last several months, | think she’s going to do well. She’s got a great attitude,
and | think for her, this is sort of a reconstructive procedure as opposed to an elimination procedure.”

McGarvey said DiMartino’s decision was driven by the acute, persistent pain that has forced her to rely on a
wheelchair, crutches, and leg brace and limited her ability to live a normal life with her 7-year-old son,
Noah, and husband Pete, both of whom were also wounded in the attack.

He said she should gain smooth movement with a below-the-knee prosthesis and hoped her pain would
ultimately vanish, but it may persist. “As a result of the blast injury, she'clearly had skeletal trauma, she
clearly had muscular trauma, but she also had neurological injury, and that’s probably the thing we have the
least control over,” McGarvey said.

Dr. Edward Rodriguez, the trauma surgeon who initially- treated DiMartino at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical
Center, said “limb salvage” patients — those who elect‘with their care teams to try to save damaged limbs —
can sometimes have a more complex, painful trajectory than those who lose limbs immediately from trauma.

“It’s very sad that it took this long to reach this point, but I think it's important that you don’t see this as a
failure,” Rodriguez said. “It's not that she failed to keep her leg. She had a leg that wasn’t working for her, so
it could be a success.”

DiMartino — then Rebekah Gregory — was a divorced single mother when she met Pete DiMartino, a
construction worker and bartender, on a business trip in upstate New York in 2012 while traveling for her
job as membership sales manager for a private-clubs association. They were dating long distance when she
joined DiMartino and his family in Boston to watch his mother run the 2013 Marathon. They gathered to
cheer her at the 17-mile mark before jumping on the MBTA to root her on again on Boylston Street, site of
the bombings.

Pete DiMartino lost the majority of his right Achilles tendon and suffered multiple broken bones, burns, and
cuts, while Noah, then 5, emerged with a bad leg cut and shrapnel in the back of his head, according to
previous reports. Noah left the hospital in five days, and by late May Pete was well enough to throw out the
first pitch at a Red Sox game. But Rebekah spent five-plus weeks at Beth Israel before transferring to
Spaulding Rehab, where it became clear that she needed more surgery.
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Even in those two days at Spaulding, she made a strong impression on the staff with her positive outlook and
close connection to her young son, said Dr. David Crandell, medical director for the Spaulding Rehabilitation
Network’s amputee program. She transferred from Spaulding to Houston for further surgery and
rehabilitation, and to be with her son and parents.

Gregory and DiMartino married last spring in Asheville, N.C., after winning wedding website TheKnot.com’s
2014 Dream Wedding contest.

Crandell said he has treated patients who have ultimately elected amputation after even a decade of trying to
save a damaged limb.

“People mourn the loss of a limb just like a loved one, but if you're truly focusing on function, the reality
may become, with quality care and rehabilitation, that they may do better” with amputation, said Crandell,
who advised One Fund Boston’s second round of distributed aid last summer.

The One Fund’s initial distribution of $61 million in 2013 gave $1.2 million to each survivor who lost one
limb, and less — $125,000 to nearly $950,000 — to 69 others who were hospitalized for at least one night,
based exclusively on how long they were hospitalized. DiMartino’s extended hospitalization would have put
her at the top of that range. But the second round of One Fund-awards, totaling nearly $19 million this
summer, took into account the potential for future amputation as well as lifelong need and other factors.

DiMartino had planned just a brief visit to Boston in 2013 when her life was altered at the Marathon. She
formed close relationships with her Beth Israel team; some of her nurses attended her wedding, and at least
one planned to fly to Texas Tuesday to see het.

That nurse, Tracy Kiss, was photographed holding DiMartino’s hand as the survivor crossed the finish line of
the Marathon last April in a wheelchair. DiMartino has set a goal to run the next Marathon on a new
prosthesis. McGarvey, the surgeon, said it may be possible. “Based on what I've seen and the amount of
commitment she’s put into everything she’s done to this point, and the attitude she has, | wouldn’t doubt it

for a minute,” he said.
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Rebekah Gregory DiMartino crossed the finish line of the Boston Marathon on April 19, 2014.

More coverage:

* A look at the Boston Marathon wounded

 Caregivers, Marathon bombing victims have special bond
 Final Marathon victim leaves the hospital

e Globe photographer meets woman in Marathon photo

More from today's paper =

= As Mark Wahlberg seeks a pardon, some aren't ready to forgive
= In D.C., Charlie Baker makes his case

= Accused smuggler brought to Boston

= Big challenges loom for Ashton Carter at Pentagon

= Pipeline plan rerouted from many Mass. towns

Eric Moskowitz can be reached at emoskowitz@globe.com.

http://www.bostonglobe.com/...014/11/11/long-after-marathon-bombings-survivor-loses-leg/urutULO5K3H33jI0GoLiNI/story.html#[5/1/2015 1:27:09 PM]


http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2013/04/28/globe-profiles-marathon-bombing-victims/BpMKSPaGqLLduo71n5yCFI/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/health-wellness/2013/06/08/caregivers-become-confidantes-marathon-survivors-heal/y70Ai8Gt9GapCaI989wQLK/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/2013/06/03/erika-brannock-last-marathon-bombing-victim-leaves-boston-hospital/A6IwmB4eSXx8806bzR3BUK/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2013/05/17/emotional-meeting-for-marathon-bombing-victim-globe-photographer/IPtb21SEnxkZyL5WX30NXL/story.html
mailto:emoskowitz@globe.com
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F11%2Flong-after-marathon-bombings-survivor-loses-leg%2FurutULO5K3H33jlOGoLiNI%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&t=Long+after+Marathon+blasts%2C+survivor+loses+leg
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Long+after+Marathon+blasts%2C+survivor+loses+leg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F11%2Flong-after-marathon-bombings-survivor-loses-leg%2FurutULO5K3H33jlOGoLiNI%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F11%2Flong-after-marathon-bombings-survivor-loses-leg%2FurutULO5K3H33jlOGoLiNI%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F11%2Flong-after-marathon-bombings-survivor-loses-leg%2FurutULO5K3H33jlOGoLiNI%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&title=Long+after+Marathon+blasts%2C+survivor+loses+leg&summary=Rebekah+DiMartino+decided+to+undergo+an+amputation+after+more+than+15+operations+that+still+left+her+in+acute+pain.
http://www.bostonglobe.com/todayspaper
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2014/12/06/among-dozens-seeking-pardons-hollywood-star-makes-his-case/WGkce6cdSOhfHLrU4cyWqN/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/politics/2014/12/05/massachusetts-governor-elect-charlie-baker-meets-with-president-obama/2gzpo1gwLCWioeP1jybeqJ/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2014/12/05/man-face-charges-illegally-exporting-goods-company-connected-with-iran-nuclear-program/y6RZMnbwKPBcvuxIHoX7CM/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2014/12/05/obama-expected-nominate-carter-hagel-successor/qskt2QeXkG59iC47fDZwlK/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/business/2014/12/05/face-opposition-company-reroute-pipeline/wj0k4WbfYr5FFyyHtPmFGJ/story.html

Long after Marathon bombings, survivor loses leg - Metro - The Boston Globe

Get Today's Headlines from the Globe in your inbox:

S

Privacy Policy

SHOW 27 COMMENTS

|||JF'IHJETT ELE |""|_|f-.1E|h
; Inngme yourselfigy /

L%[\,l 1Ly .

OF WESTERN FII'SEMI-HIJSETT" * il

JIMIH'I' PEAK MOUMTAIN RESDET
HAKCOTK, MA L

Top 10 Trending Articles

Most Viewed Most Commented Most Shared
Officers to face charges in Freddie Gray's death
2015 NFL Draft first-round picks and analysis
Handicapping the 2015 Kentucky Derby
NFL Draft: Patriots draft DT Malcom Brown with first-ro...
Senator raises roof in Jamaica Plain, spurs neighbor to su...

UMass board selects Martin Meehan as next president

http://www.bostonglobe.com/...014/11/11/long-after-marathon-bombings-survivor-loses-leg/urutULO5K3H33jI0GoLiNI/story.html#[5/1/2015 1:27:09 PM]


javascript:void(0);
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BWn-YabdDVdjYA9O9fNPcgPgMu_CJ9AYAAAAQASC70N4gOABYo9Sp7YQCYMmG7YiEpOwPsgETd3d3LmJvc3Rvbmdsb2JlLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBfWh0dHA6Ly93d3cuYm9zdG9uZ2xvYmUuY29tL21ldHJvLzIwMTQvMTEvMTEvbG9uZy1hZnRlci1tYXJhdGhvbi1ib21iaW5ncy1zdXJ2aXZvci1sb3Nlcy1sZWcvdXJ1dFVMTzVLM0gzM2psT0dvTGlOSS9zdG9yeS5odG1swAIC4AIA6gIfLzYxMzgxNjU5L2Jvc3Rvbmdsb2JlLmNvbS9tZXRyb_gC_9EekAPgA5gD4AOoAwHIA5kE0ASQTuAEAZAGAaAGFNgHAQ&num=0&cid=5Gg14vtiu5JnTgAKNROncQ-j&sig=AOD64_22iGDfxsmJYqT7E-FVMqCl-jSEtg&client=ca-pub-7339463911478115&adurl=http://www.boston.com/sponsored/extra/berkshires_travel_coop
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F11%2Flong-after-marathon-bombings-survivor-loses-leg%2FurutULO5K3H33jlOGoLiNI%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&t=Long+after+Marathon+blasts%2C+survivor+loses+leg
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F11%2Flong-after-marathon-bombings-survivor-loses-leg%2FurutULO5K3H33jlOGoLiNI%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&t=Long+after+Marathon+blasts%2C+survivor+loses+leg
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Long+after+Marathon+blasts%2C+survivor+loses+leg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F11%2Flong-after-marathon-bombings-survivor-loses-leg%2FurutULO5K3H33jlOGoLiNI%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Long+after+Marathon+blasts%2C+survivor+loses+leg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F11%2Flong-after-marathon-bombings-survivor-loses-leg%2FurutULO5K3H33jlOGoLiNI%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&via=BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F11%2Flong-after-marathon-bombings-survivor-loses-leg%2FurutULO5K3H33jlOGoLiNI%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F11%2Flong-after-marathon-bombings-survivor-loses-leg%2FurutULO5K3H33jlOGoLiNI%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25%26s_campaign%3dsm_gp%26hl=en-US
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F11%2Flong-after-marathon-bombings-survivor-loses-leg%2FurutULO5K3H33jlOGoLiNI%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&title=Long+after+Marathon+blasts%2C+survivor+loses+leg&summary=Rebekah+DiMartino+decided+to+undergo+an+amputation+after+more+than+15+operations+that+still+left+her+in+acute+pain.
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bostonglobe.com%2Fmetro%2F2014%2F11%2F11%2Flong-after-marathon-bombings-survivor-loses-leg%2FurutULO5K3H33jlOGoLiNI%2Fstory.html%3Fevent%3Devent25&title=Long+after+Marathon+blasts%2C+survivor+loses+leg&summary=Rebekah+DiMartino+decided+to+undergo+an+amputation+after+more+than+15+operations+that+still+left+her+in+acute+pain.
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2015/05/01/state-attorney-says-there-probable-cause-file-charges-death-freddie-gray/86Z0A2k7TMxbBVAsz3yvCI/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/04/30/nfl-draft-first-round-picks/U63a0Bq4l2GXh9T5bjrz6L/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/04/30/nfl-draft-first-round-picks/U63a0Bq4l2GXh9T5bjrz6L/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/04/29/derbydraw/ebLrl0cVeHyC4wTg88llXL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/04/29/derbydraw/ebLrl0cVeHyC4wTg88llXL/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/04/30/pats/WTfyfOYGakDdA07r5vj6mK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/04/30/pats/WTfyfOYGakDdA07r5vj6mK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/04/30/senator-raises-roof-jamaica-plain-spurs-neighbor-sue-her-and-city/yfQDpXDRlxv1t8YmDozmeO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/04/30/senator-raises-roof-jamaica-plain-spurs-neighbor-sue-her-and-city/yfQDpXDRlxv1t8YmDozmeO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/05/01/umass-board-trustees-vote-for-new-president/EEQkzIuSPoD4vuP9d4jHmK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/05/01/umass-board-trustees-vote-for-new-president/EEQkzIuSPoD4vuP9d4jHmK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed

Long after Marathon bombings, survivor loses leg - Metro - The Boston Globe

NS e b o~ S

On Football by Ben Volin: Patriots go safe route in NFL D...
SUBSCRIBE ~ BOSTON GLOBE INSIDERS ~ EPAPER EDITION ~ NEWS IN EDUCATION

Marilyn Mosby, Baltimore’s top prosecutor, grew up in B...

MY ACCOUNT CONTACT

LOG N HELP

Mc/iﬁl&@g &pg\r&,c%%pn’s invisible billionaire FAQS

DOWNLOAD CUSTOMER SERVICE APP GLOBE NEWSROOM
After great first round, Patriots need to draft a guard ADVERTISE

SOCIAL MORE

FACEBOOK ARCHIVES

TWITTER PRIVACY POLICY

GOOGLE+ TERMS OF SERVICE

TERMS OF PURCHASE
YOUR AD CHOICES
WORK AT BOSTON GLOBE MEDOA

© 2015 BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA PARTNERS, LLG,

http://www.bostonglobe.com/...014/11/11/long-after-marathon-bombings-survivor-loses-leg/urutULO5K3H33jI0GoLiNI/story.html#[5/1/2015 1:27:09 PM]


https://www.bostonglobe.com/eom/SysConfig/WebPortal/BostonGlobe/Framework/regi/final-login.jsp
https://services.bostonglobe.com/cs/mc/MyAccount.aspx?p1=BGFooter
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/boston-globe-customer-service/id842897634?mt=8
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/home?p1=BGFooter
https://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/answers/list?p1=BGFooter
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/stafflist
http://services.bostonglobe.com/advertiser/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/globe
https://twitter.com/#!/BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/108227564341535363126/about
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/no_default.html?ss=1&url=%2Fboston-sub%2Fadvancedsearch.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-service
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-purchase
http://www.bostonglobe.com/2014/03/07/your-choices/dwLYdic9FdW82vCiUsS4eL/story.html
http://www.bostonglobemedia.com/careers
https://digitalaccess.bostonglobe.com/da/2/1?eglobe_rc=WW111927&globe_rc=WW111945
http://www.bostonglobe.com/insiders
http://epaper.bostonglobe.com/
http://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2015/05/01/umass-board-trustees-vote-for-new-president/EEQkzIuSPoD4vuP9d4jHmK/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/04/30/patriots-safe-route-with-malcom-brown/kOLjpHsbQyRsjtPnefsgwN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/04/30/patriots-safe-route-with-malcom-brown/kOLjpHsbQyRsjtPnefsgwN/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2015/05/01/prosecutor-with-boston-ties-spotlight-freddie-gray-case/etCaRmpO4VQOh7P13An9XP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2015/05/01/prosecutor-with-boston-ties-spotlight-freddie-gray-case/etCaRmpO4VQOh7P13An9XP/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/magazine/2015/05/02/meet-boston-invisible-billionaire/y7QS6m7SniIqsED91iS9oO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/magazine/2015/05/02/meet-boston-invisible-billionaire/y7QS6m7SniIqsED91iS9oO/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/05/01/after-great-first-round-patriots-need-draft-guard/AcVmsLaoH1rRoLIzwUurdM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed
http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2015/05/01/after-great-first-round-patriots-need-draft-guard/AcVmsLaoH1rRoLIzwUurdM/story.html?p1=Article_Trending_Most_Viewed

	bostonglobe.com
	Long after Marathon bombings, survivor loses leg - Metro - The Boston Globe


	xPR29MaU5JL3N0b3J5Lmh0bWwjAA==: 
	form1: 
	search: 
	input3: 


	xPR29MaU5JL3N0b3J5Lmh0bWwjAA==: 
	form31: 
	username: 
	input1: 




