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Massachusetts isn't OK with the death Q
penalty, but Dzhokhar Tsarnaev'sjuro@/
had to be \‘L
s somer P

Producer Bradley Campbell

Listen to the story.
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Accused BostonMarathon bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev is shown in a courtroom sketch on the first day of jury selection at the federal courthouse in
Bosto assachusetts, on January 5, 2015.
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The trial of accused Boston Marathon bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev ended Friday with a death

lavell/Reuters

sentence.

The jurors were picked partly because they were open to that possibility.



Accused Boston Marathon bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev is shown in a courtroom sketch on t!ﬁ day of jury selection at the federal courthouse in
Boston, Massachusetts, on January 5, 2015. PN
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The trial of accused Boston Marathon bomli)er&@ har Tsarnaev ended Friday with a death
sentence. C)\

The jurors were picked partly because they Xopen to that possibility.

*
Journalist Masha Gessen, who coveréd Xt\ial at the federal courthouse in Boston, says the juror selection process
offered a clash between Massachusettsiculture and federal law. Capital punishment hasn't been legal in Massachusetts
since 1982 and hasn't been us state case since 1947. "The vast majority of residents are opposed to the death
penalty," Gessen says. "Og erhand, it's a federal case, it's a death penalty case."

What that meant: An @ ho was opposed to the death penalty was automatically disqualified.

The upshot, Ge@ ays, is that that the court had to choose jurors "from a minority of the state's population, and
<
probably a ity with a fairly distinct political profile."

(This story has been updated.)
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Richard Johnson ,
@newsillustrator

Protests in vain at Tsarnaev trial.
washingtonpost.com/graphics/natio...
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