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Quality
mepert Bay Line: 222-8888

Introduction (May 15 to Oct. 15)
to the Bay

eoectcean  \WELCOME TO BART® S\/Q@N -LINE

=weep

Common H O M E

Narragansett
Bay BART is part of the Rhode Island Department&‘Enwronmental Management. Its
Concerns: aim is rapid, effective response to enwronn& al incidents on Narragansett Bay.

Swimming at Narragansett Bay sustains much more than Th? ean State. Its riches are at once natural,
Rl Beaches recreational, aesthetic, cultural, economic, a ritual.
Eishing But humans have been imperfect stew@? Support for that impression abounds in monitoring
projects, like those that DEM has beeh.conducting for decades. (See, for example, Eixed-Site
Eating Fish  Monitoring Stations and Data. ) Ot onitors — at every level of government, in business and
volunteer organizations, re s, residents, and visitors — also suggest the need for ever more
Eish Kills effort to nurture the Bay and%\/vatershed Improvement requires broad, cooperative, sustained

efforts.
Harmful Algal
Blooms Nevertheless, some l@ ats to the Bay are urgent. For example, when a ship sinks or when
(HABs) downpours oven a water treatment plant, the Bay suffers trauma. Sometimes, too, tiny threats

subtly accumulateand then boldly surface. For example, a small shift in the weather can doom a
Low Oxygen - suffering seétor of the Bay's ecosystem: Dead fish or seaweed wash ashore; the sight and smell of
- Hypoxia and them ove Im the senses; swimming is restricted and clam beds are closed; ordinary life along
Anoxia the coast/s disrupted or worse. For such environmental incidents, BART is prepared to:

Sea Lettuce ¢ Receive reports

(ulva lactuca) e Assess impacts

e Pursue appropriate remedies

Monitoring « Provide information and advice.
and
Investigation Also check out the RI Bays. Rivers and Watersheds Coordination Team website.
Procedures

Reports from
Prior

Incidents

For General Information 222-6800 « After Hours Emergencies 222-3070 ¢ Disclaimer
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