sail

Sail 1of2 poun

'sal«) ) as last element in compounds often sal

Synonyms of sail >

1 a (1) :an extent of fabric (such as canvas) by means of which wind is used to propel a ship through water
(2) : the sails of a ship

b plural usually sail : a ship equipped with sails

2 :an extent of fabric used in propelling a wind-driven vehicle (such as an iceboat)

3 :something that resembles a sail

especially : a streamlined conning tower on a submarine
4 :apassage by a sailing craft : CRUISE

‘'sald <)) adjective

Hlustration of sail

2
“illustration of sail

1 flying jib 2 jib

3 forestaysail 4 foresail

5 fore gaff-topsail 6 main-topmast staysail
7 mainsail 8 main gaff-topsail

Sail 2of2 verb

sailed; sailing; sails
intransitive verb
1 a :totravel on waterin a ship

b : YACHT

2 a :totravel on water by the action of wind upon sails or by other means



Dictionary Thesaurus

Cm e m e m e — e e — e e —

¢ : to move through the air

the ball sailed over his head

3 :to begin a water voyage

sail with the tide

transitive verb
1 a :totravel on (water) by means of motive power (such as sail)
sail the ocean

b :to glide through

2 :todirect or manage the motion of

sail a ship

'sa-le-bal %) | adjective

Phrases

under sail

: in motion with sails set

sail into \
: to attack vigorously or sharply 6
.
sailed into me for being late Q\K

Noun 6

crossing
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cruise

voyage

cruise
navigate

voyage

N
\/‘bp

‘ See all Synonyms & Antonyms in Thesaurus >
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a sail to San Francisco

See More v

Recent Examples on the Web

Noun
And unlike the Life at Sea cruise that never set sail, this cruise will offer a more flexible pricing plan.

Chris Morris, Fortune, 14 Dec. 2023

Life at Sea Cruises’ three-year cruise scheduled to set sail this month has officially been canceled.

Bailey Richards, Peoplemag, 27 Nov. 2023

See More v

These examples are programmatically compiled from various online sources to illustrate current usage of the word 'sail.' Any opinions expressed in the

examples do not represent those of Merriam-Webster or its editors. Send us feedback about these examples.

Etymology

Noun
Middle English, from Old English seg/; akin to OldHigh German segal sail

First Known Use

Noun
before the 12th century, in the.meaning defined at sense 1a(1)

Verb
before the 12th century, in.the meaning defined at intransitive sense 1a

Time Traveler:

The first known-use of sail was before the 12th century

See more Words from the same century

solar sail make sail

sail through sail into
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sail o> noun \Q*

as last e/em@compounds often sal
1 a :asheetoffa @ canvas) used to catch wind to move a craft through water or over ice
b : the sails aép
un&%\@aﬂ

C plelAusually sail : a ship with sails

Zé?nething like a sail

V@ : ajourney by ship

Sail 20f2 verb

1 :totravel on water in a ship

sail the seas



4 :to manage the sailing of

Nglish: Translation of sail for Spanish Speakers
Britannica English: Translation of sail for Arabic Speakers
Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about sail
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