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Examples Word Origin 
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2.

3.

12 Insults We Should 
Bring Back

(http://www.dictionary.com/slideshows/12-
Insults-We-
Should-Bring-

The Oldest Words in 
English

(http://www.dictionary.com/slideshows/oldest-
english-words?
param=DcomSERP)

[ahy-luh nd] 

See more synonyms on Thesaurus.com
(http://www.thesaurus.com/browse/island)

noun
a tract of land completely surrounded by water,
and not large enough to be called a continent.

something resembling an island, especially in
being isolated or having little or no direct
communication with others.

a raised platform with a counter or other work
surface on top situated in the middle area of a
room, especially a kitchen, so as to permit
access from all sides.
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divagate (http://www.dictionary.com/wordoftheday/)

Difficulty index for -island

All English speakers likely know this 
word
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Back?
param=DcomSERP)

Avoid these words. 
Seriously.

(http://www.dictionary.com/slideshows/umwords?
param=DcomSERP)

The Creepiest Phrases 
You'll Ever Hear

(http://www.dictionary.com/slideshows/dark-
idioms?
param=DcomSERP)

4.

5.

6.

7.

10.

11.

12.

safety island
(http://www.dictionary.com/browse/safety-
islands). 

a low concrete platform for gasoline pumps at
an automotive service station.

a clump of woodland in a prairie.

an isolated hill.

verb (used with object)
to make into an island.

to dot with islands.

to place on an island; isolate.

Origin of island

ionary.com/browse/middle-

Nearby words for island

Roosevelt Island
(http://www.dictionary.com/brow
island)
Aquidneck Island
(http://www.dictionary.com/brow
island)
Block Island
(http://www.dictionary.com/brow
island)
Holy Island
(http://www.dictionary.com/brow
island)
Atlantis
(http://www.dictionary.com/browse/atlantis
Bathurst Island
(http://www.dictionary.com/browse/bathurs
island)

islamite (http://www.dictionary.com/browse/isl
islamize (http://www.dictionary.com/browse/is
islamo- (http://www.dictionary.com/browse/isla
islamofascism (http://www.dictionary.com/brow
islamophobia (http://www.dictionary.com/brow

island

(http://www.dictionary.com/b
island arc (http://www.dictionary.com/browse/
island flap (http://www.dictionary.com/browse/
island of the sun (http://www.dictionary.com/b
sun)
island universe (http://www.dictionary.com/bro
universe)
island-hop (http://www.dictionary.com/browse/
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Dictionary.com Unabridged
Based on the Random House Dictionary, © Random House, Inc. 
2017.
Cite This Source

before 900; Middle English iland, Old English īgland,

īland, variant of īegland, equivalent to īeg island

(cognate with Old Norse ey) + land land

(http://www.dictionary.com/browse/land); spelling

with -s- by association with isle

(http://www.dictionary.com/browse/isle)

islandish, islandlike, adjective

islandless, adjective

Old English
(http://www.dictionary.com/browse/old-
english)

900

Related forms

Examples from the Web for -island

Contemporary Examples

Let Jourdan Dunn be the first of many—not an 
island, or badge of self-congratulation. 

One Vogue Cover Doesn’t Solve Fashion’s Big Race 
Problem
(http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/01/02/one
vogue-cover-doesn-t-solve-fashion-s-big-race-
problem.html?source=dictionary)
Danielle Belton
(http://www.thedailybeast.com/contributors/danielle-
belton.html?source=dictionary)
January 1, 2015 

(http://www.thedailybeast.com?
source=dictionary)
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Now the island is coming back, bigger and more 
luxurious than ever. 

Celebrities, Take Note: Anguilla Is Back From the Brink
(http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2014/05/06/cele

(http://www.thedailybeast.com?
source=dictionary)

British Dictionary definitions for -island

Collins English Dictionary - Complete & Unabridged 2012 Digital 
Edition
© William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins
Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012
Cite This Source

island
/ˈaɪlənd/ 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

noun
a mass of land that is surrounded by water and 
is smaller than a continent 

See traffic island (/browse/traffic-island)

(anatomy) a part, structure, or group of cells 
distinct in constitution from its immediate 
surroundings related adjective insular 

verb (transitive) (rare) 
to cause to become an island 

to intersperse with islands 

to place on an island; insulate; isolate 

Word Origin and History for -island

n.
1590s, earlier yland (c.1300), from Old English 
igland "island," from ieg "island" (from Proto-
Germanic *aujo "thing on the water," from PIE 
*akwa- "water;" see aqua- (/browse/aqua-)) + land
"land." Spelling modified 15c. by association with 

Page 4 of 5Island | Define Island at Dictionary.com

6/30/2017http://www.dictionary.com/browse/island

La
st 

View
ed

 by
 Firs

t C
irc

uit
 Li

bra
ry 

on
 06

/30
/20

17



Online Etymology Dictionary, © 2010 Douglas Harper
Cite This Source

similar but unrelated isle (/browse/isle). An Old 
English cognate was ealand "river-land, watered 
place, meadow by a river." In place names, Old 
English ieg is often used of "slightly raised dry 
ground offering settlement sites in areas surrounded 
by marsh or subject to flooding" [Cambridge 
Dictionary of English Place-Names]. Related: 
Islander.

-island in Medicine 

The American Heritage® Stedman's Medical Dictionary
Copyright © 2002, 2001, 1995 by Houghton Mifflin Company. 
Published by Houghton Mifflin Company.
Cite This Source

island is·land (ī'lənd)
n.
An isolated tissue or group of cells that is separated 
from the surrounding tissues by a groove or is 
marked by a difference in structure or function. 

-island in Science 

The American Heritage® Science Dictionary
Copyright © 2002. Published by Houghton Mifflin. All rights 
reserved.
Cite This Source

island   (ī'lənd)  
(http://content.dictionary.com/help/dictionary/ahsd/pronkey.html)
A land mass, especially one smaller than a continent, entirely 
surrounded by water.

About (http://content.dictionary.com/) Terms & Privacy (http://www.dictionary.com/terms)

© 2017 Dictionary.com, LLC. 

Page 5 of 5Island | Define Island at Dictionary.com

6/30/2017http://www.dictionary.com/browse/island

La
st 

View
ed

 by
 Firs

t C
irc

uit
 Li

bra
ry 

on
 06

/30
/20

17




