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encephalitis
noun
en· ceph· a· li· tis | \ in-ˌse-fə-ˈlī-təs  \ 
plural encephalitides\ in- ̩se- fə- ̍ li- tə- ̩dēz  \ 

Definition of encephalitis

: inflammation of the brain that is caused especially by infection with a virus (such as herpes simplex or 
West Nile virus) or less commonly by bacterial or fungal infection or autoimmune reaction 

Note: Encephalitis may be asymptomatic or present with mild to severe symptoms (such as fever, 
headache, confusion, seizures, or loss of consciousness) sometimes progressing to coma or death. 

 Other Words from encephalitis  Example Sentences  Learn More about encephalitis

Keep scrolling for more

Other Words from encephalitis

encephalitic \ in- ̩se- fə- ̍ li- tik  \ adjective 

Examples of encephalitis in a Sentence

Recent Examples on the Web

Currently, Houston Methodist researcher Dr. Joseph Masdeu is conducting a study to help doctors refine 
the diagnostic techniques for anti-NDMA receptor encephalitis.— Houston Chronicle, "New Netflix movie 
explores disease studied by Houston doctor," 2 July 2018 But more rare and serious complications may 
occur, such as pneumonia and encephalitis (a potentially life-threatening swelling of the brain), according 
to the CDC.— Carolyn L. Todd, SELF, "Passengers on 4 Southwest Flights Possibly Exposed to Measles," 
11 Sep. 2018 

These example sentences are selected automatically from various online news sources to reflect current 
usage of the word 'encephalitis.' Views expressed in the examples do not represent the opinion of Merriam-
Webster or its editors. Send us feedback. 

See More

First Known Use of encephalitis

1843, in the meaning defined above

Keep scrolling for more
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Learn More about encephalitis

Share encephalitis

Resources for encephalitis

 Time Traveler! Explore the year a word first appeared 

Dictionary Entries near encephalitis

-encephali

-encephalia

-encephalies

encephalitis

encephalitogenic

encephalocoele

encephalogram

Statistics for encephalitis

Last Updated

29 Jan 2019

Look-up Popularity

Bottom 40% of words

Time Traveler for encephalitis

The first known use of encephalitis was in 1843

See more words from the same year

Keep scrolling for more

More Definitions for encephalitis

encephalitis
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noun
en· ceph· a· li· tis | \ in-ˌsef-ə-ˈlīt-əs  \ 
plural encephalitides\ - ̍ lit- ə- ̩dēz  \ 

Medical Definition of encephalitis

: inflammation of the brain that is caused especially by infection with a virus (such as herpes simplex, 
varicella zoster, or West Nile virus) or less commonly by bacterial or fungal infection or autoimmune 
reaction 

Note: Encephalitis may be asymptomatic or present with mild to severe symptoms (such as fever, 
headache, confusion, seizures, or loss of consciousness) sometimes progressing to coma or death. 

Other Words from encephalitis

encephalitic \ - ̍ lit- ik  \ adjective 

Keep scrolling for more

More from Merriam-Webster on encephalitis

Rhyming Dictionary: Words that rhyme with encephalitis

Spanish Central: Translation of encephalitis

Nglish: Translation of encephalitis for Spanish Speakers

Britannica English: Translation of encephalitis for Arabic Speakers

Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about encephalitis

Comments on encephalit is

What made you want to look up encephalit is? Please tell  us where you read or 
heard it  ( including the quote, if  possible).

S H O W  C O M M E N T S  
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WORD OF THE DAY 

minion
a servile follower or underling

Get Word of the Day daily email!

S U B S C R I B EYour email addres

Test Your Vocabulary

What did you just call me?! A Quiz

•

• If a member of the 
audience describes your 
speech as bombastic, does 
that person mean it is:

pompous and 
overblown

rousing and 
inspiring

Can you spell these 10 
commonly misspelled words?
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TAKE THE QUIZ

Test Your Knowledge - and 
learn some interesting things 
along the way.

TAKE THE QUIZ

TRENDING NOW

SEE ALL

crosshair 
Roger Stone posts cont…

1

feckless 
Former RNC chair derid…

2

emergency, national 
emergency 
Trump declares crisis o…

3
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Love words? Need even more definitions?

Subscribe to America's largest dictionary and get thousands more definitions and advanced
search—ad free!
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Conjugating an irregular verb It relates to godfathers.
Nothing to see here

Comedian ISMO on what 
separates a boot from a trunk

Comedian ISMO on the 
complexities of the word 'tip'

How to use a word th
(literally) drives some pe
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•
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•
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A S K  T H E  E D I T O R S

•

Some Odd Words with 
ISMO: "Junk in the Trunk"

•

Some Odd Words with 
ISMO: "People Tipping"

•

Literally

W O R D  G A M E S
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