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llkely adjective \q:\
like-ly | \'h-kle \ Qq/
likelier; likeliest

)
Definition of likely (Entry 1 of 2) 6
1 : having a high probability of occurring or being tn{@' very probable

*

Il rain is likely today \/\
2 :apparently qualified : SUITABLE 05\\'

Il a likely place . .KC)

N\
3 :RELIABLE, CREDIBLE \C)
Il a likely enough story . .&6

4 :PROMISING Q

Il a likely candidae‘Q\\
5 - ATTRAC&

/la /M&K@i d
X,
S

l\@ly adverb

Definition of likely (Entry 2 of 2)
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Synonyms & Antonyms
More Example Sentences

Learn More about likely

Keep scrolling for more

Synonyms & Antonyms for likely N

Synonyms: Adjective \;\
probable . \C)
Synonyms: Adverb \C)

assumably, doubtless, presum@, probably
A\

Antonyms: Adjective
doubtful, dubious, irg?@a le, questionable, unlikely

Antonyms: Ad§®
improbably,

\Z
Visit the Thesaurus for More

\/’b

Examples of likely in a Sentence

Adjective
Il That seems to be the most likely explanation.

/I This looks like a likely spot for a picnic.
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Recent Examples on the Web: Adjective

/I Multiple legal experts told USA TODAY laws cited by several of Trump's allies I‘R&
did not apply to her actions.

— Nicholas Wu, USA TODAY, "Pelosi says she 'had no intention' to tear up Trump's @ of the
Union until she read it," 16 Feb. 2020 ,\

Il To ask that the checks be rewritten after 15 years would be an im;ﬁnﬁi’l/n and likely
not well received.

— Abigail Van Buren, oregonlive, "Dear Abby: Husband wonders if couqe{s sleeping
arrangement is ‘normal’," 15 Feb. 2020

These example sentences are selected automatically from various online \urces to reflect current usage of the
word 'likely." Views expressed in the examples do not represent the opini erriam-Webster or its editors. Send us
feedback. ¢

S

First Known Use of likel X
Adjective Q\
14th century, in the me\g’@ defined at sense 1

Adverb 6

14th century, ir&ﬁe meaning defined above
Q¥
His 63’ and Etymology for likely

Adjective and Adverb

Middle English, from Old English geliclic fitting (from gelic like) and Old Norse glikligr,
likligr, from glikr like; akin to Old English gelic
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Keep scrolling for more

Learn More about /ikely Q’
Ql

Share likely Time Trav%@for likely
Facebook Twitter Time Travqg\T e first known use of
. likely was in the 14th
\\Q century
~{Qe¥ore words from the same century

: \KO
From the Editors at MerriaQ ebster
ﬁ?e Good, The Bad, & The Semantically

Q‘\Smprecise -9/21
)
$®
Dicti ﬁgEntries near likely Phrases Related to likely

Iikepﬁd more than likely

L 2

likelihood most likely
likeliness not bloody likely!
likely not likely
likely-looking

like magic
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like-minded

See More Nearby Entries

Keep scrolling for more ’\\(1/

More Definitions for /i : Yy
&
@)
. o X
llkely adjective . \\%

—used to indicate hance that something will happen

English Langlg? arners Definition of likely (Entry 1 of 2)

: seeming to \ﬁje
&

: seeming to be right or suited for a purpose

&
\/"b
likely adverb

English Language Learners Definition of likely (Entry 2 of 2)

: without much doubt
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See the full definition for likely in the English Language Learners Dictionary

likely adjective Qq,g
likelly | \'l-kie  \ \‘],
likelier; likeliest (l/'\
Kids Definition of likely (Entry 1 of 2) Q‘ll\
1 :very possibly going to happen (\
/I That glass is likely to fall. O
8

2 :seeming to be the truth : BELIEVABLE K(b
/I That is the most likely explanation. \Q

3 :giving hope of turning out well : PROI\@!G
/I They found a likely spot for a pic.nii()

N\
%\C)
likely adverb Q\K

Kids Definition o ly (Entry 2 of 2)

: without great dm@b

Il She will likely ected class president.
Q¥

N

&

\/’Z}

Keep scrolling for more
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More from Merriam-Webster on likely

Thesaurus: All synonyms and antonyms for likely
Spanish Central: Translation of likely
Nglish: Translation of likely for Spanish Speakers

Britannica English: Translation of likely for Arabic Speakers

Comments on likely

What made you want to look up likely? Please tell us whéte you read or heard it
(including the quote, if possible).

Show Comments

Love words? Need-eévén more definitions?

Subscribe to America's largest dictionagy/and get thousands more definitions and advanced

search—ad freel
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https://www merriam-webster.com/dictionary/likely[2/21/2020 8:38:15 AM]



Likely | Definition of Likely by Merriam-Webster

based'

100% real, accept no substitutes

8 Words to Describe the Cold

Maybe obscure words will warm you
up.

What Is a ‘Bleeding Hea t’A
From the blood sport of p@jcs.

$®
<
\'A\

S
\/’0

On Your Mark: 7 Words and
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Phrases from the Racing World

Know these and take the checkered
flag.

ASK THE EDITORS

2019 Word of the Year: Behind
the Scenes

How we chose 'they'

Is It 'Hanger' or. gar'?
How to reme%&ich is which

>

\/’b
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Literally

How to use a word that (literally)
drives some people nuts.

Is Singular 'They' a Better
Choice?

The awkward case of 'his or her' A

W
More Confusi ’&'ds—Quiz

How man ese commonly

confus@vords do you know?
AKE THE QUIZ >
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Name that Thing: Toys and
Games Edition

It's all fun and games until someone
beats your high score.

TAKE THE QUIZ > \(LQ

Spell It ”\\,
Can you spell these 10 commonly . Q\}
misspelled words? C)\&
TAKE THE QUIZ > \

.\@

X
@%onary Devil

The dictionary has been scrambled

—can you put it back together?
PLAY THE GAME >
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