[ NOT FOR PUBLI CATION - NOT TO BE Cl TED AS PRECEDENT]

United States Court of Appeals
For the First Circuit

No. 01-1199
FEDERI CO GONZALEZ- LARTI GUE,

Plaintiff, Appellant,
V.

TOGO D. WEST, JR., SECRETARY OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAI RS,

Def endant, Appel | ee.

APPEAL FROM THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE DI STRI CT OF PUERTO RI CO

[Hon. Jaime Pieras, Jr., U.S. Senior District Judge]

Bef or e

Torruella, Circuit Judge,
Kravitch,” Senior Circuit Judge,
and Lynch, Circuit Judge.

El ai ne Rodriguez-Frank, for appellant.
LisaBhatia-Gutier, Assistant U S. Attorney, with whomQuillerno

Gl, United States Attorney, M guel A. Fernandez, Assistant U. S
Attorney, Chief, Gvil Dvision, andFidel A Sevillano, Assistant U S

Attorney, were on brief, for appellee.

" O the Eleventh Circuit, sitting by designation.



Decenber 20, 2001




Per Quriam Appel |l ant Federico Gonzal ez-Larti gue chal | enges
the district court's order granting sunmary judgnment on his claim
agai nst the Departnent of Veterans Affairs for national origin
discrimnationinviolationof Title VIl of the Civil Ri ghts Act of
1964, 42 U.S.C. 88 2000e, et seq.

I n athoughtful and ri gorous opinion, the district court
concl uded t hat Gonzal ez Larti gue had fail ed t o adduce evi dence t hat t he
enpl oyer' s proffered expl anati on for the enpl oynment deci si on was fal se

or that the enpl oyer harbored a di scri m nat ory ani mus agai nst persons

of Puerto Ri can ancestry. Gonzalez Lartiqgue v. Wst, 124 F. Supp. 2d
125, 131-34 (D.P.R 2000). W agreewiththe district court and have
nothing to add to the thorough anal ysis presented in the district
court's opinion.

Affirned.



