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Per Curiam W affirmthe district court on the basis

of its decision on the nerits of the plaintiff-appellants’

cl ai ns. We have considered sua sponte whether the Rooker -

Fel dnman doctri ne or

Steel Co. v. Citizens for a Better Env't, 523 U S. 83, 101

(1998), precluded the district court from reaching the nerits,
and concl uded that they did not.

We deny t he appel | ees' notion for sanctions in the form
of damages and costs on appeal. There is no evidence or even a
suggestion that the appeal was pronpted by nmalice or bad faith.
And while we do not consider the nerits close, neither are we
prepared to say that the appeal was wholly frivolous. The usual

appeal costs shall be awarded to appell ees.

Affirned.



